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Hello Members,
Well summer has arrived and the weather 
has been fantastic, although my grass is 
suffering! We had a wonderful time at Point 
Hope Shipyard Open House, the weather 
was perfect and there were a good selection 
of boats present (see pictures on the 
Facebook site). 

This year we will not be participating in the 
Saanich Fair, there was lack of interest in 
volunteering so we are taking a break from it 
this year and will revisit it next year.

It was good to see Mike Creasy at the pond 
on Sunday, he has been having some health 
issues that have kept him away from the 
pond. If you see Mike out and about say hi.

Keep working on your $20 Boat Build, we will 
be announcing the date soon.

I am at sea for the next two weeks so Vice 
President Mike Claxton will be running the 
General Meeting this month.

Get out and enjoy the weather and happy 
boating.

David Nelson
President.

Regular General Meetings
2 nd . Thursday, 7:30 pm. St Peter’s Anglican Church Hall,
St. Peter’s road, Lakehill.
Next meeting 13th July , on Zoom.

The Langford Lake Navy.
Wednesday Mornings 9 :30 ish, Leigh Rd. At Tillicum.

Every Sunday Morning, 9am-ish to 11:30-ish at Harrison
Model Yacht Pond, Dallas road.

2023 Executive Committee
 
 President: Dave Nelson 812 1942 
 Vice-Pres: Mike Claxton 479-6367
 Secretary: Vacant
 Treasurer: Mike Creasy 888-4860
 Director @ Large:  Calvin VanElsakker 477-5830
 Binnacle Editor: Edward White 385-6168
 Quartermaster: Vacant
 Membership: Bev Andrews  479-2761
                         All above area code (250

On the Radar!

The Great Twenty Dollar Boat Build is On!

So get to work if you are not already.
Date to be announced Soon. 
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Point Hope Open House
June 18 – Father’s Day

VMSS was invited again to set up our pond and display our boats to the visitors coming to
The Point Hope Open House held on Father’s Day, June 18. I’m not sure how many people attended this year – probably a 
good guess 3500 – 4500 spent the afternoon walking through and viewing the displays.

We had our pond there – picked up the frame from Bob Rainsford on Friday and we purchased a new tarp.
Dave Nelson, Bill Andrews and I met at Point Hope on Saturday morning and dropped the frame
and tarp off ready to assemble Sunday morning. We decided to add a 2 x4 on edge to the frame to give it a little more depth.

Sunday morning Dave picked up Calvin’s trailer and brought the log barge – then he added the extra height before we put 
the frame together. Cory, Ron Burchett and Sue arrived and we set up tents to protect everyone from the sun.

Christina Morrison joined us and set up her tent displaying a number of her prints of Tugs on the West Coast – her work 
attracted quite a bit of interest and I think it was a good move.

Dave looked after the operation of the self dumping log barge – did attract a lot of interest and questions
on how it worked. This was the barge built by Norm Milne from Kamloops.

We ran a few boats in the pond – lots of interest from all age groups,
Times Colonist had a couple of ‘letters to the editor’ thanking Point Hope for having the pond and boats
on display.

We packed up and this time waited until everything was clear of the area before letting the water go out of the pond. Only 
two of us with wet feet this year!

Thanks to the members who came out both days – we would have liked to have seen more members come out. You can 
view photos on the Clubs Facebook page.

We hope to be invited back next year.

Mike Claxton.
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Two Different Ships. 
The Flip Ship and the Ramform Titan.

Discoveries in the sea demand different tackle.  Sometimes even submarines won't cut it. Here are two 
amazingly different surface ships, with two different approaches.

Well, the first isn't really a ship at all, it's more like a barge, because it has to be towed, but it isn't. It's a bit like a 
spar buoy, but it's a lot bigger, and it does a trick that no buoy can accomplish.

It's owned by the U.S. Office of Naval Research, and operated by Scripps Instituion of Oceanography.  It was 
built in 1962 by Gunderson Brothers in Portland.  The idea was to make a floating research platform that would 
be almost unaffected by waves, on the same principle as a spar buoy.  That is, that the cross-sectional area 
close to the sea's surface would be very small by comparison with the overall bulk of the "ship".  So the change 
in boyancy due to wave action would be very small, and therefore the movement of the platform also very small 
and slow.

Here's a picture of the platform rigged for towing on the surface.  It's 355 feet long with a gross tonnage of 700 
tons.  The back 300 feet is largely ballast tanks that can be filled with seawater, so that the stern sinks and the 
bow rises till the whole platform tilts to the vertical.
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Here's the bow, vertical, sticking up above the waterline.  The beam of that bow section is 26 feet, so you can 
see that the "pipe" section at the waterline is only around ten feet in diameter.

The next picture is a drawing of how the platform is "flipped" into position.  Once it is there, any sensors placed 
right at the "stern" are 300 feet below the water surface, and so well below the disturbances caused by any wave
action.  It's quiet down there, so the platform can "listen" to very slight noises like marine life, or noise generated 
in the sea bed. More than that, the platform has three gantries at least 50 feet long that can be extended from the
"bow" section into a horizontal position.  A sensor can be strung from these to almost any depth, and would also 
share the lack of movement of the platform.
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And that's what it's for.  To place sensors down below surface noise and disturbance where they can be most 
effective, and to learn what they can tell us. But it also can study the surface disturbance itself, since it is close to
static. Qver its 50 plus operating years it has been deployed free drifting and anchored in ocean depths from 400
feet to 15 thousand.  Its sensors and analysis capabilities have been continuously upgraded with the explosion of
electronic capability, and it has been extensively rebuilt to extend its missions for many years to come.

A fun part of the design is the detail that lets the 5 crew and 11 scientists live and operate in the two different 
positions as the walls become floors, ceilings turn into walls, and stairs and gantries go into M C Escher modes.  
To be aboard as a flip takes place must be an amazing experience.  There's only one of these!

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The second extraordinary ship is actually a class of 4 ships operated by the Norwegian company Petroleum 
Geoservices.  They are the Ramform Titan, the Ramform Atlas, the Ramform Hyperion, and the Ramform 
Tethys. They are 104 metres long and, at the stern, 70 metres wide.  Yes, that's 70 metres, the widest ship in the 
world. From above, their shape reminds me of the British Avro Vulcan nuclear bomber.  Here's the comparison.
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What would possess a company to build a ship this shape?   The clue is in the stern view.

You're looking at the open bays housing a total of 24 winches, strictly called hydrophone streamer reels. Each of 
those reels can hold over 10 kilometres of streamlined seismic recording equipment.  Altogether, the sensor 
array can cover over 12 square kilometres, so the outer reels can spread their tows more than 1.5 kilometres 
wide.  The depth of tow is also controllable, to get the sensors below the surface noise and distinguish the 
reflections from the sea surface from the reflections from the sea bed.

I am no expert in seismic surveying, my understanding comes from brief descriptions of the process on land, in 
which a ground shock is generated by an explosive, and sensors in the area pick up and process the reflections 
of that shock wave from different density formations underground, revealing the shape of the geology and, for oil 
exploration, looking for dome formations in the rocks of different porosities which might hold oil or natural gas.

But I can understand that towing a huge array of sensors underwater like this could provide huge quantities of 
data for computer analysis and pin-point likely spots for drilling.  I have a brother-in-law, a geophysicist who spent
his career in south-east asia, and spent much time analysing exactly this sort of information.  

So the rewards of actually finding oil are so huge that vessels of this size and complexity are worth operating. 
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Here's the statistics.

Name Ramform Titan
Owner PGS
Builder MHI, Nagasaki, Japan
Launched 2013
General characteristics
Length 104.2 m (341 ft 10 in)
Beam 70 m (229 ft 8 in)
Installed power 3 x 6,000 kw each
Speed16 knots (30 km/h; 18 mph)
Crew 80

Her DWT,(maximum load in tons) is about 7500, so it's an awful lot of ship.  As you'd expect with a crew of 80.
That crew is well provided for, there are 60 individual cabins, and another dozen twin cabins, each with private 
bathrooms.  There is a substantial auditorium/theatre and a well-equipped gym.  My bet is that the cooks are 
good and the food more than ample.  I have to wonder about the effects of the undersea noise and the towing of 
such a massive array have on wildlife, and I have my doubts if the world should be searching for more fossil 
fuels.  But if we must, these strange ships are quite a way to do so.
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Our Website is,
vmss.ca


