
Boy, wasn't that a wet 
one! 
             Nevertheless, we 
had so much fun that I 
know we will have more 
fun at Maple Bay when 

we have sunshine: I could not run everything that I 
wanted to due to the rain.  
             The objective of the regatta was to honour the 
brave fellas that volunteered for service in the Atlantic, 
and I think that was achieved. The weather was so 
much worse for them, but they did their duty so that we 
could enjoy a day in their honour. A big thank you for a 
job well done!!! 
             For myself I know that my boat could have done 
much better, but the conditions that treated me so shab-
bily also treated others with the same disrespect, (the 
rain falls on everyone). 
             I want to thank everyone (I will not name names 
for fear of leaving someone out) who switched  their 
well laid plans to something that would work with the 
situation that we were dealt, without a mumble or com-
plaint from the competitors . 
Thank you everybody, for a real good event. 
Dave Denton 

ON THE HORIZONON THE HORIZONON THE HORIZONON THE HORIZON    
       

INFORMATION ON UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 13—Canadian IOM, Saltspring 
May 18—21 —Maple Bay See page 2 for info. 
June 1 —Sidney Museum: show your favourite ship 

SAILING:  1st and 3rd Sundays 1 – 3 PM 
Beaver Lake    
Next is May 20 

POWER: Sundays 10 – 12 
Harrison Model Yacht Pond (HYP) 
Dallas Road at Government. 

MEETINGS: Second Thursday 7:15-9:15 
313 Brunswick Place    
Next is June 14 

LANGFORD LAKE NAVY   
Wednesdays 9:30  
Langford Lake, Leigh Rd at Trillium 
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VMSS President Dave Denton (left), addresses visitors and members at Harrison Model Yacht Pond, 
and Battle of Atlantic Veteran, Mr. Nels Combe (right), reviews sail past led by Ron Hillsden’s HMCS 

Shediac, Mike Creasy’s Bismark and HMS Hood . 

Photo by Mike W. 

WE HONOUR  

VETERANS of 

THE BATTLE of 

the ATLANTIC 
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Victoria Model Shipbuilding Society 
General Meeting – 12 April 2007 

Call to order:  7:15 with 22 members in attendance 
 

1.   John Gough is in hospice and visitors are encour-
aged. It was decided to send notes of condolence to 
Mrs. Henk Meursing (former member) Gord Sirup 
(friend). 
2.   Battle of the Atlantic Regatta (April 12): It was de-

cided that winners in 8 categories will receive rib-
bons (30 total). 

3.   Bob Rainsford will undertake putting doors on the 
library book cases. 

4.   Barry Fox was asked to give a report on sailing ac-
tivities. 

Adjournment: 7:45 PM 
A period of socialization and examination of models pro-
vided by members followed the adjournment. RH. 

2007 Executive Committee 

President: Dave Denton                478-1800 
Vice-Pres: David Taylor                652-6480 
Secretary: Ron Hillsden                479-5760 
Treasurer: Tom Pound                  595-6487 
Show Coordinator: B. Andrews     479-2761 
CRD Liaison: Ken Lockley             477-5830 
                      Barry Fox                 294-0350 
Parks Liaison: Dave Denton         478-1800 
Binnacle Editor: Bill Sturrock       479-0239 
Quartermaster: Bob Rainsford     383-2256 
Librarian: Rick Rainsford             382-0898 
Sailing Director: Barry Fox           294-0350 
Director at Large: Ken Scotten     472-6187 
Director at Large: Ernest Reid      652-8579 
Publicity: Dave Denton                 478-1800 

Parking at HMYP 
 

Parking on the grass is not 
allowed. Not only does it cause 

maintenance headaches for city staff 
but it also sends a bad message to 
the public about all our members. 

 Flagging Sales? 
Ron Hillsden is going to retire from 
the flag business. If the flag is 2" or 
smaller it is $2; 3" or larger is $4.00. 
Add $1.50 for mail if not taking it in 
person. In stock only, He is not going 
to order any more.  

CONTEST RESULTS 6 MAY 2007 
(Only three contests out of the 8 planned were conducted due to the lousy rain:) 

 
LOG PUSH 
    1. Mike Claxton          2: 45 
    2. Bob Rainsford        5: 00 
    3. Bill Andrews           6: 00 
 
STEERING COURSE 
                                       1           2           3           Total 
    1. Dave Taylor            1mm     1/2        1/2        1" + 1mm 
    2. Mike Claxton          1/4        1/2        2           2 3/4" + clean run 
    3. Mike Woodley         1/2        1/4        2           2 3/4" + clean run 
    4. Ron Hillsden           1/4        D           1/2        2 3/4   + D 
    5. Bob Rainsford        D           1 1/2     1 1/2     3" + D 
    6. Bill Andrews           2 1/2     3 1/2     1           7" + clean run 
    7. Mike Creasy           1/2        D           7"          7 1/2" + D 
    8. Julie Hillsden          2           6           D           8 + D 
 
Contributed by Mike Woodley. 

FIGURE 8 TUG AND BARGE TOWING CONTEST 
    1. Dave Taylor                                     3: 38 
    2. Dave Denton                                    3: 40 
    3. Bob Rainsford                                  3: 44 
Honourable mention: 
     4. Doug Allen                                      3: 27 (+ 2F) 

Key:     
    1 - refers to bow's distance from dock when re-
verse started after a straight in run. 
    2 - refers to closest distance any  part of boat 
passed the red mark. 
    3 - same as 2 for the green mark. 
    D - 1 Demerit for hitting dock or mark (only 
used to break distance ties.) 
    Tie break, 2nd and 3rd: score on dock segment 
of the course.  
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Old Wood & Rusty Iron – by Mike Creasy 
Battle of the Atlantic Pt 2. 
              The Battle of the Atlantic was near its peak in the winter 
and spring of 1941/42.  The Allies were beginning to bring on more 
ships and better equipment; the Germans had perfected the 
“wolfpack” technique of coordinated attacks on convoys by groups 
of U-boats. 
              The tactical use of Asdic was being refined, and beginning 
to show results in terms of the number of U-boats attacked and sunk.  
But the numbers were still ugly – one U-boat sunk for every 10 
merchant ships and only 2 merchant ships lost for every one built. 
In September 1941, 53 merchant ships – over 200,000 tons - were 
sunk by U-boats.  
              Convoy SC 42 sailed from Sydney, Nova Scotia on August 
30 1941.  Comprised of 64 merchant ships in ragged lines covering 
about 25 square miles of ocean, the convoy headed northeast past 
Cape Race and towards Cape Farewell at the south tip of Greenland.  
The “SC” prefix meant that these cargo ships were slow, capable of 
speeds between 6 and 9 knots.  Faster ships, able to make 9 to 15 
knots, sailed in convoys with the prefix “HX”. 
              Rounding Cape Farewell, escort duty changed to the 

Newfoundland Group, and the destroyer SKEENA and three corvettes 
(ORILLIA, KENOGAMI and ALBERNI) took over.  Four small ships 
armed with very basic detection gear, a limited number of depth 
charges and a lot of guts would be responsible for the convoy until 
reaching the Mid-Atlantic meeting point, south of Iceland.  From 
there, a new escort group would take the convoy into the Western 
Approaches. 
              7 days out and the convoy was running (make that 
crawling) up the Greenland coastline.   Wolfpack Gruppe Markgraf, 
consisting of 14 boats, had been positioned in the area since August 
28.  Atlantic Command was aware of the pack from the heavy 
concentration of wireless signals, and had diverted SC-42 to the 
north in an effort to avoid detection.  It didn’t work. 
At 9:37 pm on September 9, a ship on the port side of the convoy, 

the MUNERIC, was torpedoed by U-432 and sank quickly.  
KENOGAMI gave chase but was soon called back because another U-
boat had been sighted. 

              At 9:40 EMPIRE SPRINGBUCK was torpedoed (U-81), and 
then just before midnight, the BARON PENTLAND was hit followed 
minutes later by a hit on the tanker TACHEE (both by U-652).  
Machine guns on civilian and navy ships alike blazed away at real or 
imaginary targets as everyone felt the need to do something about 

those damn torpedoes.  At 2:10 am the WINTERSWIJK was hit, then 
the STARGAARD (both by U-432) and the SALLY MAERSK (U-81).  
All three sank. Just after 5 am, it was the EMPIRE HUDSON’s turn 
(U-82). 

As daylight came, 
the four escorts were 
l o o k i n g  f o r 
survivors from the 
night’s sinkings, 
r o u n d i n g  u p 
s t r a g g l e r s  a nd 
having a go at asdic 
targets in their spare 

time.   Wolfpacks generally preferred to attack at night, when they 
could run in on the surface at high speed and attack from inside the 
convoy lines before diving to make their escape.  But that didn’t 

always mean that daylight brought safety. Sure enough, at 11:43 am, 

the cargo ship THISTLEGLEN was hit (U-85).  Loaded with steel and 
iron, she sank like the proverbial rock.   
               Long range Catalina flying boats helped to keep the 
wolfpack at bay for the rest of the day (September 10/41).  One of 

the escort corvettes (ORILLIA) was off towing the tanker TACHEE 
towards Iceland, but as evening fell things began to heat up again.  

At 8:57 pm the BULYSSES was sunk, followed twenty minutes later 
by the GYPSUM QUEEN (both by U-82).  The escort was now 
reinforced by the RCN corvettes CHAMBLY and MOOSE JAW, which 
had been out on a training mission, and now pressed into urgent 
duty. 

               Almost immediately, CHAMBLY got an asdic contact and ran 
in to drop depth charges.  As she circled to drop a second pattern, U-
501 surfaced just off MOOSE JAW’s port bow.  The U-boat stopped 
and her crew poured out of the conning tower onto the main deck.  

MOOSE JAW came alongside, and the U-boat’s skipper leapt aboard 
followed by some of his crew.  Some of his crew were not impressed 
with his lack of fighting spirit, and the U-boat quickly got under way 
again. 

               MOOSE JAW opened fire and then rammed.  U-501 stopped 
again, and a boarding party from CHAMBLY forced its way into the 
conning tower.  Unfortunately, the boat was sinking fast and there 
was no chance to save this valuable prize.  The two Canadian 
corvettes saved all but eleven of the U-boat’s crew and rejoined the 
convoy.   

               At quarter to one in the morning, STONEPOOL was 
torpedoed and sunk, followed a few minutes later by BERURY (both 
by U-207).  Later that night, SCANIA and EMPIRE CROSSBILL were 
sunk (both by U-82) and then GARM (U-432).   
               The escorts did what they could in the face very long odds.  
By noon on September 13, laden with survivors, short of depth 
charges and fuel, and exhausted by the last few days’ entertainment, 
the sight of the Iceland-based escort group must have been very 
welcome. 
               The Canadians could now head home to rearm and refuel 
before doing it all again in 24 hours or less.   
Gruppe Markgraf continued to shadow Convoy SC-42 until 
September 14, when the operation was called off due to continued 
bad weather and poor visibility.  A chance encounter meant the end 

for the freighter JEDMOOR, sunk by U-98 on September 16 near the 
Hebrides.  16 ships out of the original 64 didn’t make it. 
               This particular story was not unusual – it was a way of life 
for Royal Canadian Navy and Merchant Marine sailors alike – and it 
continued through 1941 and into 1942.  The tide began to turn in 
1942 and ’43, as the U-boat threat was blunted by stronger escorts 
and the declining strength of the U-boat fleet. 
               Canada contributed men, equipment, and fighting spirit 
from the earliest days of the war until the bitter end.  For sailors, an 
important part of that contribution came from two remarkable types 
of ship, built in Canadian shipyards coast to coast. 
               Next month - more about the Flower class corvettes and the 
North Sands type freighters. 
 

Bibliography: 

The Far Distant Ships, Joseph Schull, Queen’s Printer, 1961 
The War at Sea Volume 1, S.W. Roskill, HMSO, 1954 
www.uboat.net 

SS Winterswijk 
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THE SUB SUBJECT      - MAY 2007 

Part III 

            With the 1:202-, 1:125 - and 1:94 Scale Mi-
ami Models off the ways and operational, I decided 
to stick with the name of the State and designated the 
so-called  “Boomer” Florida (SSBN 728 in the USN).  
That wasn’t too taxing or too tough.  The cost started 
off modestly with US $20.00 to a Sub-Committee 
member for a set of plans.  Next, and almost immedi-
ately, it did get tough. 
            I’d fully intended to scratch build her in the 
plans’ 1:96-scale, until I studied her cross sections.  
The turtle deck that shields the top four or so feet of 
the 24 Trident missile tubes showed compound 
curves and slopes and other et ceteras that I was 
highly reluctant to try to execute in ANY scale.  In-
stead, I agonized, bided my time, and then threw all 
caution to the wind: I ordered a 1:100-scale hull with 
all extensions, plus a s.s. driveshaft and bronze 
seven-blader from Dennis Carter’s Eden Model Sub-
marine Workshop in Jolly Old.  Via U.P.S. the ship-
ment got to me in a three day flash. 
            The crate looked beautiful.  Out I pulled the 
also beautiful upper and lower hull halves.  Details 
perfectly scribed.  Not a scratch, blemish or flaw any-
where.  Upon full unpacking and closer inspection, 
though, and comparison with the plans I’d bought...
an apoplectic attack resulted.  You bet it did. 
            The sail (“Fin in RN parlance) was give or 
take 30 percent (!!) out of scale.  Even worse, the 
stern planes were not articulated.  Fairwater planes 
were not to be found, and hadn’t been profiled on the 
$20 plans.  Why they weren’t remains unclear, but I 
obtained their shipyard drawings from a recognized 
expert in the New England States, and built them out 
of Sintra.  I also used Sintra for the sail (laminated) 
as well as for the upper and the lower rudder.  The 
articulated urethane resin stern planes were given to a 
Sturgeon-class semi-kit he used to produce, and they 
match the Ohio-class plans 100 percent.  That was a 
break...about the ONLY break I got throughout the 
“Boomer’s” construction. 
            Now, jumping way ahead in this report: Upon 
completion of the model, and after a glorious paint 

job by Len Gibbs, I took six or seven photographs.  
There, together with the bum sail and even bummer 
plans, I bundled off in a cardboard box,  paid about C
$17 in postage, and back it went to Eden Model Sub-
marine Workshop.  Not a thank you in return.  Sure 

cured me of mail order temptations. 
            But while the decision to discard Eden’s add-
ons came easy, I hadn’t twigged on the shipment’s 
worst flaw, i.e. the sheer weight of the gorgeous 
hull’s upper half.  It was built as solid and heavy as 
the bottom half, and I never thought ahead as to what 
a king-sized ballast tank it would take to lift that out 
of the depths, and have Florida ride on her proper 
waterline.  That I’d overlooked.  As a result, the 
model was well nigh impossible to trim and, even 
dry, it weighs in a a hernia-inducing 25 lbs. And the 
upper half at five lbs. even. 
            What I should have done was to use the upper 
half of Eden’s product as the plug for a mould to 
form a feather-weight GRP copy...shy of two lbs.  
But that’s water under the bridge.  Doing it now 
would be a messy and near endless chore. 
I should mention that the 25 lbs. of the lower half 
could have come in a couple of lbs. lower if I hadn’t 
built Florida with deep sea (lake) operations in mind.  
To that end, I used 3/16" Lexan for all bulkheads and 
the pressure hull.  Lighter Lexan could have affected 
trim and subsequent agility.  Taking a line from the 
Beatles: “I should’ve known better...” 
            While I can live with my cat-in-a-bag, pig-in-
a-poke error, I do take suitable pride in the operation 
of the four Trident missiles and their launcher. 
Based on the plans I’d bought, I took measurements 
and built the first version of the four-tubes launcher 
long before I’d ordered Eden’s stuff.  Ultimately, the 
fit in the hull proved okay...as if 1:96 vs. 1:100-scale 
were identical.  That part was as hunky as it was 
dory.  But...I had to modify the launcher’s design 
four times before the model went to water, and three 
more times in following years.  Now the rocketry 
works satisfactorily, but could stand further improve-
ment.   
            Then, as time and expenditures kept climbing, 
I decided to design and develop a rescue buoy. Oper-
ated by a second radio, the buoy can be released in-
dependently - independently of the main TX-RX’s 
status.  Then, upon surfacing, a R.A.M. “Whooper” 
tells one where to look.  All that’s just great.  Not so 
great, though, is the added above-the-waterline 
weight while running surfaced.  Submerged: no prob-
lem.  The buoy, of course, was given slightly positive 
buoyancy. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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On Friday May 4th, the following members at-
tended the Canadian Power and Sail Squad-
ron's AGM:  
Mike Creasy Dave Taylor, Jack Lenfesty, 
Ernest Reid, Bill Andrews, Bob Rainsford 
and President Dave Denton.  
After introductions by the chairperson, Dave was 
invited to say a few words. Afterwards , Peter, a 
Victoria pilot gave an interesting, informative and 
at times, amusing talk on piloting in our waters.  
All our members had boats on display and it 
turned out to be a kind of show and tell.  
We were all treated to finger foods and I believe 
the evening was enjoyed by one and all.  
Ernest Reid  

Photo by Ernest Reid. 

(Continued from page 4) 

            Then, after nearly seven seasons of more or 
less acceptable performance, I made bold and upset 
the precarious apple cart.  I made room in the bow for 
a torpedo launcher, and got quite a ways into its con-
struction and subsequent development.  Then I hit a 
snag.  Endless grief with the torps.  They leak.  Their 
range is limited.  They won’t run true.  Meanwhile, I 
have hopelessly fouled up the still questionable trim 
of Florida as a whole. 
            So:  what’s my conclusion on this building 
project?  Well, in all fairness, I blame only myself for 
most flaws, but also shift the origin of some of her de-

ficiencies to Eden.  Most certainly: I’ll never again or-
der anything of substance sight unseen. 
            Next month, I’ll promenade you readers 
through the (re)construction of the torpedo releasing 
midget, i.e. my Molch, which was started by another 
modeler.  It landed in my basement (where she hiber-

nated for years) courtesy of John Gough.  Then, 
come July, I’ll be forced off the pot and WILL put 
down conclusions meant to answer the opening ques-
tions posed in Part I...way back in the March (!) col-
umn. 
 
Romanus Unicum   

Nanaimo IOM: We have just finished sailing the 3rd round of the All Island Series and the IOM class was won by VMSS 
member Dave Seager followed by myself. MVIMM did a bang up job of organizing and running their first sailing regatta 
in years. Well done. Contributed by Barry Fox. 
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Sailing Tacks for May 
Trim Those Sails 

              The wind powered group has had a pretty busy spring 
between our regular sailing days and a series of regattas held at 
other locales around the Island.  
              We have also had a tremendous round of spring winds 
to sail with. It seems that, in spite of the professional forecasters, 
we have had everything from pretty decent to outstanding wind at 
every sailing day so far. We have had a couple of moments of 
drifters but mostly those times have gone by fairly quickly and it 
has been back to great sailing weather. 
              On the series front, the last event will be on Saltspring 
Island on May 13th and the series has been well attended by 
VMSS skippers with 6 of the top 10 in the one metre class are 
from our club. Dave Seager is riding out front right now with two 
overall event wins so with a decent sailing this coming weekend 
he could bring home the gold. 
              Coming up next month is the Canadian IOM National 
Regatta, also to be held on Saltspring Island. It looks like there 
will be close to 20 boats in attendance with entries from Ontario 
and California in addition to those from around Vancouver Island 
and Vancouver itself. 
              If you want to see some nice boats that are sailed very 
well then you should plan to come have a look on at least one of 
the days for the event. It will be held June 1st through 3rd at the 
Saltspring Island Sailing Club facility and sailed in the waters of 
Ganges Harbour off the breakwater dock there. 
              Later in June, the annual Powell Cup event will be held 
at Beaver Lake. This is always a fun event and with Ken Lockley 
organizing again this year it should be another great chapter in 
the history of the event. This year the event will only be 
comprised of the ports of call component so that should make for 
some interesting results. 
              Additionally, we want to host our members with power 
boats to their own version of the event. They will compete for a 
new award and hopefully we can turn this into an annual, all 
members kind of event. So get your tug boat, freighter, 
battleship, or whatever boat you float, ready to run the marks and 
be the inaugural winner of this event for power boats. Mark June 
17th on your calendar and get those batteries cycled up to 
maximum capacity. 

              And we are almost to Strawberry Festival time. This is a 
great event that gets all of our boats out to Beaver Lake to enjoy 
a full day of sailing fun, good companionship and, of course, 
some great strawberries and ice cream. I’m sure you will see 
more details elsewhere soon but do plan to attend. 
              And the next big news is that we will be hosting the next 
most important IOM regatta in Western Canada in September. 
The Western Canadian Regional IOM Regatta will be held 
September 15th and 16th, most likely at Beaver Lake. One 
interesting thing about this event is that we are holding it the 
same days as the Eastern Regional version so we have a chance 
to brag to the world that we had the most Canadian IOM boats on 
the water at the same time ever. I expect that entries will be 
primarily from around here and a few from the mainland but with 
all the boat building going on we could have 15 or so boats vying 
for the title. 
              I am going to need some assistance to run the event so if 
any non-IOM skippers and members would like to help please let 
me know and I’ll start assigning duties. 
              On the technical side of things; some of you have 
acquired Spektrum radios over the last while and are enjoying the 
benefits of no crystals or frequency conflicts and the features of 
the computerized radio systems at a fairly reasonable price. Now 
Futaba has released their version of the technology using a 
slightly different approach to using the 2.4 GHz band. 
              Turns out Futaba has been building and selling wireless 
manufacturing control systems for maybe 15 years and have had 
to make their systems work in some fairly “radio hostile” 
environments. Instead of locking onto specific channels, they use 
a frequency hopping approach and the system uses all available 
channels but skips to a new one about every 2 milliseconds. The 
idea is that if there is any signal loss on one channel then it will 
quickly get to a channel that is working and control will be 
virtually seamless. 
              I’ve acquired one of the systems and will be trying it out 
shortly to see how it works in our sailing world. Stay tuned. 
              So trim you sails, charge your batteries and come out 
and join us on our sail days. 
 

-Barry 

Flag Sale 
All Flags 2 “ or smaller are now $2.00        All Flags  3” or larger are now $4.00 
Please add $1.50 for mailing                       Ron.Hillsden@shaw.ca          479-5760 


