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The last event of last year was the Light Up

at the pond, and we had a good time.

ThanksSanta for providing hot chocolate.

It is the start of a New Year and I am

looking forward to good times on the water.

I sent a separate note by email about the

input I want from you about our meetings. We can

make meetings more informative and interesting.

A big change this year is that the

competitive sailors want to try a different structure

than what we have with VMSS. They have a

healthy organization of IOM and DF65 boats they

sail at 2 venues and will do ok on their own.

The Lockleys and Barry Fox deserve

thanks for building that side of our hobby. That

means we will no longer sponsor, sanction or

insure competitive sailing.

Of course we will welcome any of the

competitive sailors who want to retain their VMSS

membership. And the sport sailing at Harrison will

continue to be supported.

Looking forward to seeing you on the water.

Ron

2020 Executive Committee

President: Ron Hillsden 4795760
VicePres: Dave Nelson 8121942
Secretary: Elgin Smith 3840574
Treasurer: Mike Creasy 8884860
Director @ Large: Ken Lockley 4775830
Binnacle Editor: Edward White 3856068
Quartermaster: Vacant
City Liaison: Mike Claxton 4796367
Membership: Bev Andrews 4792761

All above area code (250)

ON THE RADAR

Upcoming Events

February Swap and Shop at the General
Meeting on Thursday 13th. Feb.

Meetings: Second Thursday 7:309:30
St. Peter's Anglican Church, Lakehill

3939 St. Peter's Road
Upcoming meeting: January 9th.

Sundays 9 11
Harrison Model Yacht Pond (HMYP)
Dallas Road at Government Street

LANGFORD LAKE
Wednesdays 9:30
Langford Lake, Leigh Rd. at Trillium
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Judy Smith's Photos from the Christmas Party
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Mike Woodley is a former member who does some excellent photo essays. With his permission,
I am forwarding you one he did yesterday about Harrison Pond. The CRD has finished their
work and the city is finishing up the work they are doing. After a year of disruption, we are
almost ready to enjoy our pond without the construction disruptions!

Ron

-------- Forwarded Message --------

Happy New Year, Ken and Ron;
It was 17 years ago I joined the model boat club.
January 2003. There was a model show at the Provincial Museum and Ron showed me his St.
Roch model.
February 2003. At the Can West mall Ken showed me how Ken Scotten’s tug worked.
All the years I was in the club I enjoyed immensely.
Today, Margaret and I went for a New Years Day walk on the breakwater and then around
Holland Point.
I detoured by the Pond and this is what I saw there today:
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The pond was full to the brim and the water over the entire surface was magnificent.
I did not see a single pin feather, full size feather, leaf, branch or any litter.
It was spotless. I wished I had my big tug to run around.
It was the best I had ever seen.
I had never seen the water so clean, both to the bottom and on the surface.

Even the sidewalks had been cleared almost completely by the recent heavy rains.
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Just stunning, perfect conditions today.

Not a model boat in sight but gorgeous looking pond.

Here is what the bike path looks like…….
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…….the parking lot.

No work today so there was a safe path from the lot to the pond.
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It will all be finished soon, I am sure.
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These are the three trees Parks planted to keep the geese from flying in.

A most pleasant scene there this afternoon.
Happy New Year from Mike
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Battle of the Atlantic Part 4

The Flower class Corvettes.

I started this series with the ambition

to write about the Flower Class Corvettes.

But I felt the need to understand the

background of the Battle of the Atlantic

better. I had to get the context for the

decision to build these little ships, and for the

reason why they became such a huge factor

in the Canadian naval war effort.

I think I have that now, so for this

month I am just going to follow the stories of the Flower Class.

On the first afternoon of the second world war, 3rd September 1939, Churchill walked into the

Admiralty, reappointed as First Lord of the Admiralty. He went straight into a programme of visits and

inspections, clashing with those in the Navy who thought that the war would be about battleships and

major fleet actions. Churchill wanted to cancel any orders for battleships that would not be completed

by 1941, and to concentrate naval resources on the reestablishment of the convoy system.

Nine days later, he put out an memorandum calling for an additional 100 corvettes to 56 that

were already on order, calling them the "Cheap and Nasties", cheap to Britain and nasty to its

enemies.

The first 26 had been ordered on 25th July 1939, and another 30 on 31st August. Churchill's

memo resulted in another 20 from Harland and Wolff on the 19th of September, and ten from other

British shipbuilders on the 21st. In January ten more were ordered from Canadian shipbuilders.

The Royal Canadian Navy ordered another 70 original Flowers and 34 modified Flowers from

Canadian yards. Ten were built right here in Victoria and Esquimalt.

By the war's end, 294 of these and their successors, the modified Flowerclass, had been

completed, and they saw service during the war with twelve allied navies. (There were even four in

the Kriegsmarine, captured in their shipyards after the fall

of France!)

They were fully half of all Allied convoy escort

vessels in the North Atlantic. The only surviving Flower is

HMCS Sackville, in Halifax N.S.
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So what were these corvettes. When the Admiralty in early 1939 finally realized it needed anti

submarine craft the First Sea Lord at the time, Sir Roger Backhouse, said he wanted something

faster than a trawler that could be built rapidly in smaller shipyards, and would not need as big a

complement of men as

destroyers or frigates.

Smith's Dock of

Middlesborough came up

with a design based on their

Southern Pride, a whaler

built in 1936.

The corvette was 205

feet long, 33 feet beam, and

11.5 feet draught, its triple

expansion steam engine

was rated at 2,750

horsepower and gave a

maximum speed of 16

knots, with a range of 3,500

nautical miles at 12 knots.

Originally it was intended for

inshore and coastal work but its long range and seaworthiness meant it was quickly adopted to mid

ocean escort duties. It was based on merchant navy specifications and building practices, so was

easily built in small yards. The early Flowers were priced at around 90,000 pounds sterling.

Weapons were a single 4 inch gun, two Vickers .50 calibre machine guns, two .303 Lewis

machine guns, two depth charge throwers, and 2 depth charge stern rails. They carried 40 depth

charges.

They carried a complement of 85 men, but not comfortably. They rolled and pitched in the

smallest seas, and they shipped water over the bows and across the decks almost continuously.

Crew accommodations were towards the bow and the galley was close to the stern, so hot food was a

rarity.

In a final insult to a crewman, the head was a straight pipe open to the sea. In rough weather

the ice cold Atlantic could get back at you!

Below decks ventilation was poor and condensation rife. They had no refrigeration for

perishable food and staples were therefore preserved foods like corned beef and powdered potato.

But these little ships and their crews endured. No allied sailor was ever lost overboard from a Flower,

outside combat. By the end of the war, thirty six of the class were lost, 22 torpedoed by uboats, 5

sunk by mines, and four sunk by enemy aircraft. The other three were collisions. The class was

credited with participation in the sinking of 47 German and four Italian submarines.

The real effectiveness of the corvettes was not in the number of Uboats that they sunk, but in



January 2020 Page 18The Binnacle

the number that they forced to dive. On the surface, a Uboat could make 17 knots, but submerged

this fell to 8 knots or less. If a corvette could force a dive, and keep the Uboat underwater for an

hour or more, most likely the merchant ships would be several nautical miles away and have zig

zagged to a point that the Uboat was going to have difficulty finding them.

But combat was actually a relatively rare occurrence for the Flowers. I havn't yet got the

complete picture but in the major convoy route from Halifax to Liverpool, there were 377 convoys

designated HX and 177 convoys designated SC. HX were 9 knot convoys and SC were slower, 7

knot convoys. A convoy on this route probably averaged 50 merchant ships, so we're talking 27,700

ship journeys.

Uboat.net lists 54 major convoy battles (that is 1 or more ships were sunk on a particular

convoy). 13 of these battles were HX convoys and 10 were SC's. 192 ships from these 23 convoys

were sunk by uboats in these battles.

So a Flower class escort based in St. John's N.F. had less than a one in ten chance of seeing

a ship sunk on any particular convoy. And a merchant ship in one of these convoys had only a 0.6%

chance of being sunk by a Uboat. A Canadian seaman who spent the entire war on a Flower class

ship had an 88% chance of coming through unsunk.

But there was always the threat, and keeping close escort with 50 merchant ships in any

weather the North Atlantic could produce was a tense business. And the duty was continuous, there

were never enough escorts, so there was very little leave, or downtime. Cold, wet, tired, sleepless,

badly fed, tense, and endlessly boring, would be a good description of duty on a Flower.

Frank Curry, originally from Winnipeg, was a leading seaman

and ASDIC operator on HMCS Kamsack. His diary for 1941, written

aboard, contains "What a miserable, rotten, hopeless life...an Atlantic

so rough it seems impossible that we can continue to take this

unending pounding and still remain in one piece...hanging onto a

convoy is a fulltime job...the crew in almost a stupor from the

nightmarishness of it all....and still we go on hour after hour." He later

told the story of one of his escort tours when the Kamsack escorted

an eastbound convoy for eight days, then returned with a westbound

convoy for another eight days in fog so dense that they never even

saw another ship of either convoy! His diaries are on the Veterans

Affairs website. 

(https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/thosewho

served/diarieslettersstories/secondworldwar/curry).

So that was duty for Canadians at sea. Month after month of miserable conditions, continuous

boring work with little or no tangible result on underequipped ships. These men were real heroes, not

by a sudden bout of action, but by grinding out the routine and holding back their own despair. Most

of them were signed up only for the duration of the war, all they really wanted was to get back to
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home and families and a decent life. But they stuck to it, and all of us still owe them a debt for that.

There's a last bit I want to extract from the convoy information I have so far. In the 13 listed

battles of HX convoys, 68 ships were sunk. In the 10 SC convoy battles 128 ships were sunk. The

difference was 2 knots, 9 knots for the HX, 7 for the SC. The Uboats generally were capable of 8

knots underwater. So if an escort could force a Uboat to submerge, it could not keep up with an HX

convoy. But it could keep up with an SC. Hence, I think, the doubled deadliness of a wolf pack on an

SC convoy.

The classic story of the Flower class is Nicholas Monsarrat's "The Cruel Sea". And the 1953

movie is available on Youtube. That should be compulsory viewing for anyone thinking about a

model of a Flower.

And if you are thinking about modelling a

Flower, then there's a whole lot of choice

available. There are plastic kits in 1:72 and in

1:96 scales, both of which are capable of being

converted to radio control. These will produce

34 inch and 25 inch models respectively, handy

sizes. Then there are plans for 1:48 scale and

fibreglass hulls in both 1:48 scale and 1:96 scale

for both the original and the modified class from

fleetscale store in the U.K. There are plenty of

copies of original shipyard plans, and a huge selections of photographs. And a perfect excuse to visit

Halifax.

In our own club there are at least two members who

have built Flowers.

And as modellers we can love our corvettes, something it

is doubtful that anyone who endured serving on them did.
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The Victoria Model Shipbuilding Society is a
nonprofit club, open to all, established in

1978 under the Societies Act of B.C.

Mailing Address:
1064480 West Saanich Road

Box 55
Victoria, BC V8Z 3E9

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL SPONSORS


