
ON THE RADARON THE RADARON THE RADARON THE RADAR    
INFORMATION ON UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

APRIL 12           Ocean Pacific Marine Supply, Campbell   

                             River 

APRIL 20           Sailing at Beaver Lake 

APRIL 27           Boat-a-Thon at Langford Lake!  
APRIL 27           All Island Sailing at Nanaimo 

MAY 2                Submariners Association of Canada West 
MAY 3                Cowichan Bay 
MAY 4                Battle of the Atlantic Sail Past 

MAY 16th-19th  Maple Bay Regatta 

MAY 25              All Island Sailing, SaltspringIsland 

MAY 31-1 June  Western Canadian 10M Regional 

JUNE 26-29        Tall Ships, Inner Harbour 

SAILING:  1st and 3rd Sundays 1 – 3 PM 
Beaver Lake    

Next is April 20, 2008!! 

POWER: Sundays 10 – 12 
Harrison Model Yacht Pond (HYP) 
Dallas Road at Government. 

MEETINGS: Second Thursday 7:30-9:30 
313 Brunswick Place    

Next is May 8th, 2008! 

LANGFORD LAKE NAVY   
Wednesdays 9:30  
Langford Lake, Leigh Rd at Trillium 
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Hi Shipmates 
 
I would like to thank all 
those that took part in the 

Pirate day’s at the Maritime Museum last month.   On this 
note we as a club will have to take a good look at the events 
we are being involved in as there seems to be a lack of 
support when it comes to volunteers to assist with running 
them.   If it is felt that we as a club do not wish to support 
events then we will have to find other means to raise the 
funds required to operate the club.  with the current 
membership fees with and membership numbers it would be 
a struggle. 
A quick note regarding Transmitters:-.   There will, shortly, 
be a frequency pegboard put out at Harrison pond for the 
transmitters that require Xtals with fixed frequencies.   Each 
operator will have a clip with their own name on that is to be 
placed on the peg of their frequency when they are using the 
transmitter.  Please observe the 20 min rule if there is more 
than one person with the same frequency.   Better still have 
more than one set of Xtals and change to another channel. 
 
Thank you shipmates and hope to see you all at the meeting 
or Pondside 
 

Dave T 

Rob’s hydro at Langford Lake... 

Photos by Bill Sturrock 

… and rescue of Rob’s hydro at Harrison Yacht Pond! 
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Victoria Model 
Shipbuilding Society 

General Meeting – March  13, 2008 

Call to order:                       7:15 pm 
 
Minutes not available. 

2008 Executive Committee2008 Executive Committee2008 Executive Committee2008 Executive Committee    

President: David Taylor                652-6480 

Vice-Pres: Ken Ensor                    478-6884 

Secretary: Scott Munford              382-1673 

Treasurer: Mike Creasy                 965-6487 

Show Coordinator: B. Andrews     479-2761 

CRD Liaison: Ken Lockley             477-5830 

                      Barry Fox                 294-0350 

Parks Liaison: Dave Denton         478-1800 

Binnacle Editor: Bill Sturrock       479-0239 

Quartermaster: Bob Rainsford     383-2256 

Librarian: Dave Denton                 478-1800 

Sailing Director: Barry Fox           294-0350 

Publicity: Ernest Reid                   652-8579 

 Old Wood & Rusty Iron – by Mike Creasy 
Not available at press time. Ed. 

Contributions to the Binnacle are welcomed.  

Deadline for submissions:  Sunday before the 
monthly meeting. Editor: 

vmss@shaw.ca 

VMSS MODEL BOAT PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 
OPEN TO MEMBERS OF ANY MODEL BOAT CLUB 

Just a few Rules: 
1. Maximum of 3 entries per amateur-photographer/member: DIGITAL (jpg) only! 
2.     Send by email attachment to: vmss@shaw.ca   subject line: “PhotoContest Entry” 
3. Model ships and related topics only, please. Limit of 3 entries per person. 

4.     Deadline November 15
th
, 2008. 

5      Judges decision final; prizes to be announced at a later date in the Binnacle. 

 
NOTE: It is intended that the top 12 BEST entries will be used in our VMSS Calendar for 2007. Questions: email to: vmss@shaw.ca 

GOOD BOATING AND SHOOTING!! 

Dave's Little Corner:  Langford Lake Boat-a-thon Sunday, April 27 
 

             On April 27 we will be holding a Boat-a-thon at Langford Lake . For those of you who don't know how to get 
there ,here it is ;  heading to Duncan on the Trans-Canada Hwy. turn left at the Spencer Road Turning slot (this is the 
next turn after the Costco turn off ), go down Spencer Rd. to Goldstream Ave. Set your odometer to 

 "0" turn right, go 0.4 K and turn left at Leigh Rd. There is a stop sign part way down Leigh Rd. turn right,( there is no 
where else to go ) When the odometer reads 1.2 k you will pass the parking lot, the launching ramp and staging area 
will appear at 1.4 k , drop off all your gear and return your car to the parking area . Come on back and have fun. 
 
             There will be about 4 events, hauling an 8 foot barge around a figure-8 course, with you in the barge, for those 
who would rather not you can haul a 12 foot container ship around the same course; this one could be modified to allow 
2 tugs. You will be allowed to cast off your tow line (or deckhand ) if you feel it would aid in docking.   
 
Sailboats will be encouraged to sail the same course on a timed basis ( or at the judgment of the person running it: two 
boats head to head). There will also be a Hydroplane course, which could be run at the same time . 
 

There will be hot dogs and pop for sale. 
                                                                     Dave and Ken race coordinators  
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THE SUB SUBJECT 

 

            Mere steps into review of material pertaining 
to the life-saving measures available to submarine 
crews in distress, it was concluded that the topic is too 
broad to do justice in one “Sub Subject” column. 
Therefore, it is spread over two months. PART I 
(Escape) herewith and PART II (Rescue) to follow in 
May. 

PART I : ESCAPE 

 

            CHANCES ARE THAT, ON FEBRUARY 1, 
1851, pioneer designer-builder of submarines, 

Wilhelm Bauer and his small crew became the first 
submariners to ESCAPE from their sunken sub, and 
lived to tell about it. Bauer had been testing his 

Brandtaucher successfully for more than a year but 
then, on that fateful date, something went funny. 
Whatever the cause, it kept the boat from surfacing in 
Kiel’s harbour. 
            As an engineer-scientist, Bauer, when sunk 
and stuck, was conscious of the effects that water and 
air exercise on one’s bonewalker. He kept his cool, 
encouraged his audience to take deep breaths, loos-
ened the hatch first, flooded the boat, then opened the 
hatch and all made it to the surface in reasonable 
health. All involved then marveled at their good for-
tune—which it was in many ways, but greatly helped 
by the fact they’d been down no more than 10 or per-
haps 15 feet. For decades thereafter, all the authorities 
could do for sub crews that had come to grief, was to 
issue posthumous decorations and, where appropriate, 
foot the bill for requiem services. 
            A good ways into the ‘30s, that was all that 
could be done for the 600 plus submariners who’d 
made the transfer to Davy Jones’s locker. Meanwhile, 
submarines had put on girth, could run deeper and 
faster, with crews of 100 or more. And losing a sub-
crew has much the same impact on insiders, as well as 
the public, that very much compares to a mine disas-
ter. 
            By and by, nudged by humanitarian, political, 
psychological and financial considerations, possible 
means of both escape and rescue moved closer and 
closer to the front burner. 
            Relatively unbeknownst to the U.S. Navy’s 
brass, they had a submarine lieutenant commander in 

their ranks who also was a scientist and a qualified 

diver, i.e., Charles Bowers Momsen—known as 
“Swede” although he was of German-Danish descent. 
            Swede knew that up to about 27 feet down, all 
was cozy. But, he also knew that, once below 30 feet, 
the natural mix of oxygen and nitrogen we breathe, 
the oxygen turns toxic (causing sleep) while at 200 
feet nitrogen enters first the bloodstream and next the 
body tissue, at which point it becomes fatally poison-
ous. Also, in too rapid an ascent, nitrogen bubbles 
back in the bloodstream, settles in the joints, and re-
sults in the potentially deadly “bends”. But if helium 
is added to the mixture, it allows for 300 to 500 foot-
dives. 

            Momsen experimented with fellow divers, and 
concluded that 
whatever device 
he could devise 
would have to 
include an air 
bag of equal ca-
pacity to a per-
son’s lungs, or 
about one U,S, 
gallon. The air 
exhaled into the 
bag could be pu-
rified/
reconditioned 
with soda lime 
that absorbs the 
poisonous carbon 
dioxide which is 
exhaled. 
            With no 
budget, official 
support or sanc-
tion, the Lt. 
Com. consulted 
with engineers of 
his acquaintance-
ship  , and drew 
on other skills as 
well. The result 
was a bag made of inner tube rubber strapped on at 
the escapee’s lung height. In addition: a mouthpiece 

(Continued on page 4) 

Submarine Escape Immersion Suit 
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclope-

dia.) 



April 2008 Page  4 The Binnacle 

(Continued from page 3) 

with “in” and “out” butterfly valves, a bleeder valve 
to equalize reduced water pressure on the way up, and 
a clip to close the wearer’s nostrils. By the mid-20s, it 

proved successful, was referred to as “The Momson 

Lung”. Thousands were ordered, but the Navy 
changed the name of the apparatus to something like 
“Submarine Escape Apparatus”. Swede could have 
anticipated that his family name would not accorded 
much prominence. He’d bypassed too many of his su-
periors, and ruffled too many feathers for the 

Momsen Lung to be tolerated as a household name. 
Still, in the Pacific war theater, he held command in 
several submarines, and served his country with great 
distinction. 
            Currently, the primitive lung of the tail-end of 
the ‘20s has metamorphosed into a totally sophisti-
cated survival suit, with everything built-in—shy of a 
bar. These suits include a self-inflating lifebelt, and 

for good measure include a compact dinghy strapped 
to the lower left of the gear’s left leg. Anyone wearing 
the thing late at night would scare the bejabbers out of 
children and adults alike. 
            Next month, in a highly condensed text, some 
insights regarding diving bells and deep sea rescue 
vessels will be offered./ Hold your breath ‘till then, 
but forget about the nose clip. 
 

Romanus Unicum 

While searching a local computer game store 
for a new acquisition for my PC, I stumbled across 

“Ship Simulator 2008”. There were apparently 15 
different types of vessels, numerous ports and the 
ability to complete missions or just roam around. It 
was reasonably priced at $39.99, so I decided to give 
it a try. 

First a little about the ships, they range from a 
jet ski, pilot/rescue boat, tug, ferry, super tanker and 
even the Titanic with a lot more in between. A large 
number of ports to choose from or just motoring 
along at sea. The weather can also be modified from a 
calm day to a full out storm. Different views available 
include at the helm or above the ship from a bird’s 
eye view. You get all the information you possibly 

need, speed, engine rpm’s, bow depth, radar, etc. 
There are about 25 missions you can complete and 
you earn your way up the ladder so to speak. There 
are the Motorboat Class, Cargo Class, Passenger or 
yacht Class and the Tugs Class. The more missions 
you successfully complete, the higher rank you get. 
Naturally the missions at first are relatively easy but 
they get harder and the ships get bigger as you pro-
gress.   

At present, I have rescued a swimmer, after 
several tries, I kept running him over. Towed a yacht 
back to port, raced a jet boat and delivered a pilot out 
to container ship in the English Channel. I’m glad I 
was sitting down for that mission, the waves were 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Sailing Through Spring 
 
             April already and sailing is going great. Our last 
few standard sailing days have been well attended and the 
overall level of sailing skill is definitely on the up swing. 

               We still enjoy almost exclusive use of Beaver 
Lake but that will change in the next couple of months as 
the sun gets up for longer and warms the water up. But for 
now we enjoy the use of the whole lake on our sail days. 
               There will be a few 
more boats appear over the 
next couple of months and 
the fleet will just get better. 
               It looks like the 
sailors have just about all 
made the jump to 2.4 DSS 
technology so we see very 
little frequency problem. The 
few of us left using crystal 
based radios almost have it 
to ourselves so sailing just 
happens now without a lot of 
bargaining for frequencies. 
               Once summer hits 
and we have to be a bit 
more restrictive about the 
area we use at Beaver, I 
think we should have some 
tune up days where we do a 
little workshop kind of approach and try to help each other 
out to improve our boat’s reliability and performance. When 
I say performance I don’t just mean that we try to make 

them the fastest boat there is. I’m more concerned that all 
the boats sail well enough that you put them in the water 
and they work for the entire afternoon, tacking when you 
want to, rounding marks as you think they should and 
handling changing conditions without needing a complete 
rebuild. I think everyone could gain from that kind of 
session. 
              On the racing front, we have rounded the corner 
on the All Island Spring Series with 3 events down and 2 to 

go. We will be off to Nanaimo at the end of April and then 
to Maple Bay Yacht Club 
mid-May to wind up this 
years edition. 
              The IOM crew will 

be off to Saltspring early in 
June for the Western 
Regional Championship 
which will have a number of 
excellent out of town 
competitors and, rumour 
has it, a good contingent 
over from Vancouver.  
              Our Vancouver 
compatriots are talking 
about hosting an event 
maybe in July so that will 
be a chance to go try out 
some other water as well. 
              See you at the 
meetings and on the water. 

-Barry 

“Victoria” spotted at Harrison Yacht Pond 

(Continued from page 4) 

huge ! For those of you who might remember our 
trip to the navy base a few years ago to see the Navy 
Simulator, the graphics in this game are actually bet-
ter.  

Should any member see this game out there, 
it’s definitely worth picking up. The only negative is 
there are no submarines in it. Oh well, maybe next 
edition. 

Scott Munford 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS 
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Nanaimo’s Mid-Island Show attended by our two 

award winning Mikes: Claxton (third place) and 
Creasy (a first and a second place!) see above; 
and  John Pineau’s lovingly restored 12 foot 
Yasikan  with 30lb thrust electrics (at right). Has 
been in work for 2 years and is now for sale: con-
tact: John at (250) 753-2594. 

VMSS member Tristan’s (11) Lego pirate ship proved 
not as sea worthy as those Viking long boats of yore.  

Mike Claxton’s  Malaysian Patrol Boat 
SANGSETIA. 

A first time visitor to the pond - Eric with his 
new friend, the RC SURFER GUY 

Our grandson, Mason (almost 4) along with 
my wife, Margaret  HYP photos by  

Mike Woodley. 


