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Dear Editor: I would like to 
thank all those members  who 
made the three days a fun event 
for young and older members.  
Good job everyone! 
 Thanks, Bill Andrews.   
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Victoria Model Shipbuilding 

Society 
General Meeting – August 11, 2011 

 
 
Call to order:  7:30 pm  (19 members & 1 guest in 
attendance) 
 
  
1.  Welcome: Past member John Van’t-Haaff Sr & new 

member Dan Baker. 
2. Outreach: Romain Klaasen informed he was out of hospi-

tal and the doctor’s fixed him up as good as new. Bill Stur-
rock mentioned he ran into Dodie Gough. She is doing 
well and living in Aldersmith.  

3. Club Finances: Mike Creasy reported that so far this year; 
the club has expenses totalling $6000 and income around 
$4800. The club is running a $1200 deficit for the year so 
far. We have about $9500 cash in the bank and our GIC 
made $131 in interest. Barry Fox pointed out that out of 
that $1200 deficit, the club has built 3 new Springer Tug’s 
around $700. So as far as club operations go, we are about 
break even compared to last year’s numbers. 

4. Upcoming Events: A Commemorative Sail Past (to honour 
our members who have passed away) and Tug Event is 
planned for this Sunday, August 14th at HMYP. Rob Ross 
will be having a clean up on Saturday at 9:30am. The 
Saanich Fair is coming up on September 3rd through 5th. 
Bill Andrews has the sign-up sheets for members to volun-
teer. There will be a clean up the Thursday before the Fair. 

5. Open Forum: Bill Sturrock informed everybody that due 
to an error by Staples, there are no paper copies available 
for tonight’s meeting. Jim Briante asked about the news-
letter on the club website. Barry Fox said it is published 
there but they are usually a few months behind the current 
issue. Romain Klaasen expressed concern that perhaps the 
electronic version is not as reader friendly as the paper ver-
sion. Barry Fox gave a brief review of the Sidney Air Mu-
seum Open House and the All Fun Weekend at Western 
Speedway. 

6. Show & Tell: Dave Denton displayed one of the clubs 
Springer tugs. Rob Ross passed around a 
larger coupler. 

7. Adjourn business portion & break 
8. After the break, Dave Nelson won the 

50/50. Following this, Barry Fox had sev-
eral boat videos for the members to watch. 

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 

Scott Munford, Secretary 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS 

Executive CommitteeExecutive CommitteeExecutive CommitteeExecutive Committee    
 

President: Barry Fox   294-0350 

Vice-Pres: Rob Ross  598-4619 

Secretary: Scott Munford  382-1673 

Treasurer: Mike Creasy   888-4860 

Show Coordinator: B.Andrews     479-2761 

Binnacle Editor: Bill Sturrock  479-0239 

Quartermaster: Bob Rainsford     383-2256 

CRD Liaison:  Dave Denton 592-6866 

Parks Liaison: Mike Claxton  479-6367 

Sailing Director: David Cook  388-5994 

Librarian: Dave Denton (Plans) 478-1800 

Librarian: Don Meyer (Books) 381-3356 

Publicity: Ron Armstrong  385-9552 

Director@Large: Dave Denton 592-6866 
   All above (250) area code 

 

 

[Your Executive meets the last Thursday of every month!] 

The Victoria Model Shipbuilding Society is a non-
profit club, open to all, established in 1978 under the 

Societies Act of B.C. 
Mailing address: 

106-4480 West Saanich Road 
Box 55 

Victoria, BC V8Z 3E9 
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Prez Says; 
  
 September already. At least we are getting the 
nice weather now and ours is not coming in overpower-
ing quantities as it is for some other areas around 
North America. 
 We have had a pretty busy summer on a lot of 
fronts and for a club like ours that is a good thing. 
The sailing crowd have been out regularly all summer 
and even getting some extra mid-week afternoons in 
for the extra keen folks. We have even seen some 
power boats hot Beaver Lake this year, which is a real 
good thing. Even when we are sailing there is lots of 
water, and area, for power boats to run. We tend to sail 
out in the middle of the lake so that leaves lots of room 
all along the shore line to operate and not even get 
close to crossing paths. Think about it some 1st or 3rd 
Sunday and come down in the afternoon to join other 
club members enjoying the use of the lake. 
 When we have our regular sail days, we al-
ways get the rescue boat out so if you have a runaway 
(or maybe even a mechanical problem) retrieving your 
boat is a non-issue. Just use the rescue boat.  
 On the topic of the rescue boat, we have ac-
quired a new(er) one. Our current boat was a much 
appreciated donation a few years back and has served 
us well. It does have a few deficiencies though (that 
are built in and hard to rectify) with the biggest one 
being that it takes at least 3 people to lift it up and 
down over the wall at the lake. I’m not sure how much 
it weighs but tour new one is at least half the weight 
and should be a lot more stable as well. We found a 
Walker Bay 8 foot dinghy on the Internet that is in ex-
cellent condition and paid right around half price to the 
cost of a new one. It should be launched later this 
month. 
 So now we have a surplus dinghy to get rid of. 
It is an older fiberglass Sabo. It has oars and a centre 
board and could be good for somebody who doesn’t 
need to move it back and forth from a storage room 
every time it is used. It doesn’t leak but it is heavy. If 
you know someone looking for such a fine craft, let 
someone on the Exec know about it and maybe we 
can make an attractive “deal” for it. 
 On the powered side we have now had our 
second Tug-A-Thon. Nine boats participated and the 
contests were very good. You will see the results else-
where in this issue. We will have more of these and 
with just a little fine tuning we will all get a chance to try 

The 
Prez Says... 

ON THE RADARON THE RADARON THE RADARON THE RADAR    
INFORMATION ON UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

 

November 9th: AGM and Nominations. 

December  8th: Christmas Social 

SAILING:  1st and 3rd Sundays 1 – 3 PM 
Beaver Lake    
Next is: 18th September 

POWER: Sundays 10 – 12 
Harrison Model Yacht Pond (HMYP) 
Dallas Road at Government Street 

Meetings: Second Thursday  7:30-9:30 
4050 Carey Road 

Next is: October 13th, 2011 

LANGFORD LAKE NAVY   

Wednesdays 9:30 AM 
Langford Lake, Leigh Rd at Trillium 

our hands at operating our boats better. I missed the first one 
but won’t miss anymore of them. 
 Broken Record time... We are now 2 meetings 
away from having our elections and I would say that the 
stampede to be part of operating this club is underwhelming. 
It is healthy to have new folks come on board and bring fresh 
ideas as well as a fresh outlook. Any and all positions are 
available. If you think you would like to take on a position that 
is already occupied, speak up. We might be able to shuffle 
people around to accommodate you. This is 
September and this is an important item. 
Next month it is October and it will become 
crucial. 
 
 See you at the meeting and on the 
water. 
 -Barry 
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THE SUB SUBJECT  
 

DURING LAST NOVEMBER’S CLUB MEETING, 
I GLOMMED onto Jim Cox—the newest  recruit 
to the submarine clan. Weeks earlier, I’d met Jim 
at the Pond—his model sat on the bench.  
 I’d have recognized the boat anywhere. It 
was the Jack  Plummer-built U-25, by Krik. Dur-
ing a refit six or more years back, my late wife 
had contributed the waterproof access caps. I’d 
cut them off her empty containers of Clinique 
facecream. (I’d learned that whatever they were 
made of bonded well to Lexan with CA glue). 
 I asked Jim how much he knew about the 
boat’s life during her years and years of absence 
from HMYP. He promised to look into that and,  
at the same time, paid a compliment about the 
“Sub Subject” column. That led to my moaning 
about the dearth of suggestions for monthly top-
ics. 
 Jim rose to the occasion immediately. 
He’d not stop at just trying to fill in the blanks, but 
also offered to do a draft on whatever he’d dug 
up on U-25—after Jack, and up to the time of his 
acquisition. I sought no one’s approval to cry, 
“Alleluia”. Here now 
comes Jim. 
 

 
 
 

 “After seeing 
a note in The Binna-
cle by Dave Denton 
that there was a 
model sub for sale, I 
called Dave for the 
seller’s name and 
number. He turned 
out to be one Brian 
Webster. Brian is 
the father of the 
then owner Jeff 
Webster. Jeff had bought U-25 from Jack 
Plummer in 2004. He was 14 at the time, Now 
(2011) he’s 21, and living in Alberta. Brian had 
acted as his agent. 

 “Jeff had operated the sub at Harrison 
Pond and Thetis Lake, once getting it caught in 
weeds some 15 feet down. He’d had to don mask 
and fins to retrieve her. 
 “After going to see U-25 with my grand-
son, Ryan, and granddaughter, Jordyn, I fell in 
love withy the model, and left Brian with the sub 
under my arm!! 
 “Well, during the first go at the Pond, bat-
teries charged, I mimicked the ducks; Nose 
down; tail up. That I diagnosed as (a) a lack of 
power and, (b) a novice at the controls. 
 After another run at the Pond, family 
watching, she stopped smack in HYMP’s middle, 
no panic: Bill Andrews had given me a key to the 
greenbox, so I was able to get the hipwaders and 
retrieve U-25, I assumed that the batteries were 
dead, but it truned out that both motors were 
cooked. Bad smell!!!! 
 I went to see Mark Giles at the BC 
Shaver Shop for advice, (sub in hand). Bought 
two new motors ($10.00) cheapies and headed 
off to install same. Back to the Pond, and she 
was still doing the duck bob. I realized she 
needed more power. Back to Mark. 

 “I was re-
stricted in the motor’ 
diameter by the 
alignment of the 
drive shafts, and 
settled on two Cub 
airplane motors. 
Mark removed the 
gears with a 
Dremel. Back to 
Harrison’s. 
 “WOW! She 
performed great, 
diving if only for 10 
minutes, then sur-
face running for 
about 30 minutes. 
Yahoo! There were 
four Ni-Cads in her, 
so replaced those 

with two 2500 [mAh] nickel-metal hydrides. 
 “Then, ballasting/trimming again after the 
battery change proved to be a tedious learning 

Years of  skill, expertise and TLC have been invested in this model 
submarine by (L to R) Jack Plummer, the originator, Jim Cox, pre-
sent proud owner, and MegaGuru Romain Klassen, designer, 
builder, “Sub Subject” author and second owner. 
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http://www.submarinegear.com/german-type-vii-c-u-boat-3-d-cutaway/ 

Contributions to the Binnacle are welcomed.  

Deadline for submissions:  Sunday before 
the monthly meeting.  

Editor:vmss@shaw.ca 

 experience. Fore and aft...port to star-
board...positive buoyancy...negative buoyancyI. 
 “Back to the Pond. No one around. I was 
having a ball. The Pond had settled to clear, but I 
had it all roiled up—diving and surfacing. Then, 
after a nice long dive, U-25 failed to surface! But 
don’t dynamic divers always come up? Right, 
huh! 
 “Back to the locked box for the waders 
and a rake, and I had an appointment in 45 min-
utes, and I had just stirred up the water. All up, all 
murky. Anyway, clock running, 30 minutes had 
passed, and I must have kicked the unseen 
model. She was very heavy, draining out way too 
much water. Meanwhile, as a side benefit, I’d 
learned to place pennies around the deck instead 
of opening it up time and again. 
 “On the bench, I realized what had hap-
pened. Bigger motors, bigger batteries: more in-
ternal heat. The Lexan pressure hull lid had 
flexed up and broken the old epoxy seal, and it 
had run the cold Pond water-duck solution on hot 
electronicsI. Bad news. Back to Mark. Yea, 
new servos; new RX. 
 “I’ve had it out to Langford Lake now, in 
nice, clear water. Both Dave Denton and Mark 
Giles handled her both times. She performed 
better in their hands that in mire. Experience! By 
the way, got U-25’s paint scheme from the inter-
net. It’s a combination of grey and red primer 
from a Type VII. Also to come, I’ll apply a reflec-
tive waterline, and the con [conning tower] is to 
feature a self-contained, flashing LED, and a 
gyro to control the stern planes. 
 
 “With Jack Plummer’s downsizing, I 
picked up his Victoria-class sub, and here I went 
again. I have a friend who’s Chief Engineer in the 
Victoria. And is it ever hard to get him to talk but, 
hey, I got a ball cap with the insignia and hull 
number on it! Meanwhile, Romain, (a.k.a. Ro-
manus) is pleased as punch to see the old Krik 
back at HMYP, and wants so see U-25 back in 
service before I touch the Victoria. Oh. O.K.” 
 

Jim Cox 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

I thank and congratulate Jim on his tenacity, and 
hold every  faith that he’ll pull it off successfully. 
Also, I personally welcomed the info I was after, 
and the big bonus in the form of Jim’s first draft. 
Wished that other VMSSers would follow suit. It 
sure boosted my enthusiasm to keep up the 
monthly “Sub Subject” column.  
 It looks as if for October, more will be re-
ported on Japan’s intended destruction of the At-
lantic gates to the Panama Canal. Meanwhile, 
look at your calendars: it IS summer. 
 

Romanus UnicumRomanus UnicumRomanus UnicumRomanus Unicum    
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All Photos by Scott Munford 
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All Photos by Scott Munford 
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Old Wood and Rusty Iron 
  - by Mike Creasy  

 

 
  

 

FOR SALE
! 

ELECTION... 
IN 

NOVEMBER... 
 

NOMINATIONS? 
[See your Exec] 

Summer break for Mike...back in 
the next issue. 

9 inch SERIES 1000 UTILATHE 
 METAL LATHE (with manual) 

Model A Manufactured by  Standard Modern 
  Canada  
 

Contact: Rosemary Allen  
rosemaryallen@shaw.ca 
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Shelbourne Shipyard 
 

Something called Summer Vacation happened and no 
work was completed. See you next month. 
 
Scott Munford 
Yard Master 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Best New Build Award    
                                                             

Just a gentle reminder to our members that our AGM is sneaking up on us, “What does that mean you say?” 
Well, besides the annual election of our Executive, this year we will be having our first “Best New Build” 
awards. You can enter one of four categories: Sail, Work, Pleasure and Military. If you would like to have 
your ship considered for an award, you must bring it to the AGM in November for presentation to the Gen-
eral Membership, as it is they who will vote for the winners in each category.  
 
Here are the rules again; your ship can only be entered in one category and only once in its lifetime. It must 
be complete at the time of presentation and be a current project. You cannot enter a boat you completed sev-
eral years ago. Sorry Bill, adding a piece of railing to the Point Fermin does not make it eligible. The Award 
Presentation for the winners will be at the Awards Banquet in December. We would encourage the winner of 
each division to bring their ship to the Banquet for display.  
 
So Good Luck and I except to see lots of boats to choose from in November. 
 

 

Scott Munford 

Awards Committee  

VMSS MODEL BOAT PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 
OPEN TO MEMBERS OF ANY MODEL BOAT CLUB 

Just a few Rules: 
1. Maximum of 3 entries per amateur-photographer/member: DIGITAL (jpg) only! 
2. Send by email attachment to: vmss@shaw.ca   subject line: “PhotoContest Entry” (important!) 
3. Model ships and related topics only, please. Limit of 3 (three) entries per person. 

4. Deadline November 15
th
, 2011. 

5 Judges decision final; prizes to be announced at a later date in The Binnacle. 
 
NOTE: It is intended that the top 12 BEST entries will be used in our VMSS Calendar for 2011. Questions: email to: vmss@shaw.ca 

GOOD BOATING AND SHOOTING!! 
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Dang Cell phones are everywhere... 

Built by Norm Farley...now 

up for auction. 

 

Contact: Bill Andrews. 

For Sale: donated by Jack Plummer $50. 

Contact: Bill Andrews. 



September 2011 Page  11 The Binnacle 

VMSS MODEL BOAT PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 
OPEN TO MEMBERS OF ANY MODEL BOAT CLUB 

Just a few Rules: 
1. Maximum of 3 entries per amateur-photographer/member: DIGITAL (jpg) only! 
2. Send by email attachment to: vmss@shaw.ca   subject line: “PhotoContest Entry” (important!) 
3. Model ships and related topics only, please. Limit of 3 (three) entries per person. 

4. Deadline November 15
th
, 2011. 

5 Judges decision final; prizes to be announced at a later date in The Binnacle. 
 
NOTE: It is intended that the top 12 BEST entries will be used in our VMSS Calendar for 2011. Questions: email to: vmss@shaw.ca 

GOOD BOATING AND SHOOTING!! 

Tug - A - Rama 2011 
We had 9 entrants in the contest . 4 of us finished all three races . The times were as follows: 
 Barry Fox   9:59  
 Dave Denton    10:57  
 Glen Newmeyer  11:56  
 Sue Newmeyer   13:15  
As you can see the time between first and fourth place is very slim, all are to be congratulated on a tight 
race.  
 

 

Foss Cup 2011 
Sue Newmeyer won the Masters Cup . Only those who have won the Foss Cup previously were allowed to partici-
pate, so it is a real coup indeed. 
 

Last weekend 
We were all invited up to Glen and Sue’s place in Chemainus for a play day; It was magnificently hosted against a 
backdrop of Mount Baker rising up between the saddle of Salt spring Island, breathtaking. The pool was about the 
same size as the Saanich Fair pool ,and just as deep. We were hosted to hamburgers and drinks: all in all a most 
enjoyable day. One of those days that if it had to be subtracted from your allotted time on earth it would have been 
a good trade . 
 

Saanich  Fair  
It is Sunday night as I write this so there is one more day to go. The fair is well attended, we had a lot of interest 
from the modeling public, possible new members. The Springers showed well, but some rethinking, and redesign-
ing is called for. We can’t have these in the pool at the same time as tender vessels as these things are too gung 
ho, as even the most docile of skipper gets the thousand yard stare and transforms into a throttle jockey, lord help 
any body in the way, even each other  
 

Outreach 
Earnest Reid is in the hospital getting his hip redone after a bad tumble, had surgery today, get 
well soon, good buddy. 
 
Ta  Ta   for now     

 Dave Denton 
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