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SOMETHING OLD at Harrison: 

See David Nelson’s contribution on page 8 

SOMETHING NEW at Harrison: 

The Mitsubishi A6M Zero ("A" for fighter, 
6th model, "M" for Mitsubishi) was a 
lightweight, carrier-based fighter aircraft 
employed by the Imperial Japanese 
Navy Air Service from 1940 to 1945, be-
longing to Vinny and son. 

DENTON/POWELL CUP RESULTS ON PAGE 10! 
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Victoria Model Shipbuilding 

Society 
General Meeting – September 10, 2009 

 
Call to order:  7:45 pm  (30 members & 3 guests in 
attendance) 
 
1.  Welcome: Two guests and 1 returning member. 
 
2. Outreach: All is well. 
 
3. Club Finances: Mike Creasy reported that we have $3135 

in the chequing account and $5348 in the GIC account. 
Currently we are running a deficit of 311.75 but should 
break even for the year. Donations at the Saanich fair were 
$143, down $41 from the previous year. 

 
4. Saanich Fair Wrap-up: Good member turnout and good 

representation of models. Dave Taylor thanked Ernie Reid 
for having the set-up crew to his place for lunch before the 
Fair.  

 
5. Upcoming Events: The Western Regionals will be held at 

the Maple bay Yacht Club on September 26th &27th. The 
Powell Cup & Denton Cup will be on October 4th at Beaver 
Lake. Start time is 10:30am for the powerboats and 
11:30am for the sailboats. The last two rounds of the Sum-
mer Sailing Series are in the works. 

 
6. Open Forum: Mike Creasy reported talks are going slowly 

with the Fleet Club for our Christmas Social so the Gorge 
Vale Golf Club is our fall back. Tickets will be somewhere 
around $12.50 and will be available at our next General 
Meeting. Rob Ross had the pictures from the Naval Ship 
shoot at the pond to pass around. Jim Briante returned the 
club sailboat. Bob Rainsford asked if members would like 
to chat after the meeting, please do so outside so he can 
lock up the church. 

 
7. During Show & Tell Dick Gill showed off his CPR tug he 

has been working on and Mike Creasy told us of his plans 
to build a fast boat. 

 
8. Adjourn business portion & break 
 
9. Dave Denton showed us how to use a laser level to put on 

the waterline. As well, talked about the Plim-
soll line and what it meant. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Scott Munford, Secretary 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS 

2009 Executive Committee2009 Executive Committee2009 Executive Committee2009 Executive Committee    

President: David Taylor   652-6480 
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Binnacle Editor: Bill Sturrock  479-0239 

Quartermaster: Bob Rainsford     383-2256 

CRD Liaison: Rob McDonough 598-4619 

Parks Liaison: Mike Claxton  479-6367 

Sailing Director: David Cook  388-5994 

Librarian: Dave Denton  478-1800 

Publicity: Rob Ross   592-6866 

Director at Large: Barry Fox  294-0350 
   All above (250) area code 



October 2009 Page  3 The Binnacle 

 

ON THE RADARON THE RADARON THE RADARON THE RADAR    
INFORMATION ON UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

Annual General Meeting: November 12th 

Photo Contest deadline: November 15th 

Christmas Social: December 10th! 

SAILING:  1st and 3rd Sundays 1 – 3 PM 
Beaver Lake    
Next is October 18th, 2009  

POWER: Sundays 10 – 12 
Harrison Model Yacht Pond (HYP) 
Dallas Road at Government Street 

MEETINGS: Second Thursday 7:30-9:30 
313 Brunswick Place    
Next is November 12th, 2009: AGM! 

LANGFORD LAKE NAVY   
Wednesdays 9:30  
Langford Lake, Leigh Rd at Trillium 

Hi Shipmates 

Well here we are in October and 
rushing towards the AGM.  most of 

you will in the near future be contacted by Ken Ensor 

regarding positions on the Executive.  I shall be standing 
down this year as president as I am liable to be away on 
work next year.   Lets have a good turn out 
for the AGM. 
It has been a busy month with the Saanich 
Fair at the start of last month and quite a lot 
of sailing during the month and the Western 
regional Regatta thrown in for good meas-
ure. 
This last weekend saw the running of the 
Powell & Denton Cups at Beaver Lake.   With very blus-
tery winds it made the Denton Cup a bit of a trial with wa-
ter getting into the boats and by the end about half the fleet 
were out of the race.   On the other hand it was just great 
for the Powell Cup with the sailboats really zipping 
through the water and very fast trips round the buoys.   
Thanks also to the catering staff for the dogs and hot 
chocolate at the end of the event.   I noticed that there were 
also quite a few club members watching what was going 
on and maybe we will see you taking part in this fun event. 
 
See you all at the next meeting or pond side 
 
Thanks, Dave T 

From 
the  

Bridge 

VMSS MODEL BOAT PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 
OPEN TO MEMBERS OF ANY MODEL BOAT CLUB 

Just a few Rules: 
1. Maximum of 3 entries per amateur-photographer/member: DIGITAL (jpg) only! 
2. Send by email attachment to: vmss@shaw.ca   subject line: “PhotoContest Entry” 
3. Model ships and related topics only, please. Limit of 3 entries per person. 

4. Deadline November 15
th
, 2009. 

5 Judges decision final; prizes to be announced at a later date in the Binnacle. 
 
NOTE: It is intended that the top 12 BEST entries will be used in our VMSS Calendar for 2010. Questions: email to: vmss@shaw.ca 

GOOD BOATING AND SHOOTING!! 
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THE SUB SUBJECT 
AT THE TIME OF THIS WRITING, THE THREE PO-
TENTIAL future “Sub Subject” topics mentioned in the 
September column have not advanced to a publishable 
state. By coincidence though, few Sundays back, Editor 
Bill and I had a pondside chat. How are conversation 
turned to the astronomical costs of defense procure-
ments, I don’t recall. But I mentioned this pas April’s col-
umn: the USN’s conversion of some of the Ohio-Class 
“Boomers”, from Trident missile—to Tomahawk cruise 
missile launching platforms, i.e.; from strategic to tactical 
(non-nuclear) roles—from SSBMs to SSGNs. 
Motivated by the SALT Treaty talks, four out of 18 boats 
were selected—those that were getting a bit long in the 
tooth. Also, two of the four were up for refueling and mi-
nor refits at $25,000,000 a copy. That would extend their 
in-service life by 10 years. Alternatively, they could be 
decommissioned at roughly the same cost. No kidding. 
With that in mind, the choice was easy (if anything from 
the Pentagon down to Electric Boast can be called 
“Easy”). Anyway, the decision was then made to convert 
perhaps five or six boats. 
Now for part of an answer to why the decommissioning 
tag would run that high, I had to scratch my memory, 
whereupon I recalled writing about the USN’s proce-
dures followed in disposing of used-up reactors. Here 
we go, from 10.25 years ago: July 1999’s Binnacle. 
Shortly after the encomiums have died down, after the in
-harbour nameplate is put ashore and the band has 
gone home, the ceremoniously decommissioned sub in 
unceremoniously shoved into a (Bremerton or Mare Is-
land) drydock. A swarm of techies and plumbers in then 
let loose the sub’s innards. They take out cups, saucers, 
cutlery, electronics, classified equipment and most any-
thing else that isn’t too hot, too heavy, or too large to 
clear the pressure hull’s sundry hatches. 
While the foregoing plunder is going on, a fresh-air crew 
with a hoist puts a girdle around the aft section of the 
hull. That girdle holds a laser-guided cutting torch. With 

the hull blocked up at strategic points of the “keel”, and 
after the vandals are through with the indoor plunder, the 
torch is activated. It cuts a straight, 360° path through 
the three- to four-inch HS60 steel, to leave the boat in 
two pieces. It is then moved again, cuts again, and 
leaves behind three hull pieces: the bow section up to a 
distance aft of the sail, the reactor centre part, and the 
tapered stern. 
Next, the reactor section is lifted out of the drydock and 
sealed up on both ends with welded-on, heavy steel 
bulkheads. Meanwhile, front and back are welded to-
gether so that the now gutted and shortened hull will 
float again till the Navy decides that the price for recycla-
ble steel is high enough to let a buyer tow it away. 
Back in 1995, I made an on-water tour of the Bremerton, 
WA, Naval Shipyards. Unfortunately, we had to stay 300 
feet clear of the floating graveyard, but it sure was an 
odd sight to see these stubbied Permit- and Skipjack-
class boats float way higher than on the erstwhile water-
line. Back to the reactor (“Teapot”) section now. 
All welded up and radiation proofed, the centre section is 
welded onto a heavy-duty stand/pedestal, hoisted onto a 
barge, and welded onto the barge’s deck. One tug does 
the towing, and two more tugs follow close behind in the 
port and starboard quarters. Just…well…you never 
know. Furthermore, their help comes in handy while 
navigation channels, and for mooring.  
From Bremerton, the tug-barge parade travels north out 
of Puget Sound, then West through the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca, then South down the Washington-Oregon coast, 
and then East up the Columbia River, through Portland, 
and finally north once more, to a small place called Han-
ford, which lies just inside the northeast boundary of the 
Hanford Atomic Energy Reservation in Benton County. 
At Hanford, mile-long, 50 to 60 feet deep trenches were 
dug. In these, the sealed reactor sections of subs are 
neatly lined up and spaced. On aerial photographs, it 
looks as if this were a camp of Quonset huts or quite 
large tents. 
Apparently, for nuclear waste disposal purposes, Han-
ford has climatic and subsoil conditions that guarantee 
well neigh eternal peace of mind. No erosion, no leach-
ing, and little rain. Still, I understand that the subs’ reac-
tors are not being interred as yet. A still safer location 
may be sought. If that were found, however, enormously 
costly and risky transportation problems would arise. 
With few exceptions (Nautilus and Albacore come to 
mind) the Pentagon has not allowed nuclear-powered 
subs to become museum boats. But throughout the 
States, a number of sails, torpedoes and missiles are on 
display—most often on government property though. 
I don’t know to what extent procedures may have 
changed over the past decade, but this much is clear: 
(a) funeral costs have risen 10 per cent a year, (b) fewer 
subs are decommissioned, and (c) procurement proce-
dures have seen end costs rise by the minute. Scoffing 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Christmas is Coming!!!    

 
 

Mark your calendars (and pull out a bit of cash).  The VMSS Christmas bash is Thursday, De-
cember 10 at the Gorge Vale Golf Club, featuring a sit-down turkey dinner with dessert, tea & 

coffee, no-host bar, door prizes, draws, speechifying by the President and other delights. 
 

Tickets are on sale now - $15 each to Club member and spouse (that’s $30 for two tickets) – and 
full price of $30 each to non-members.  Please contact Mike Creasy by phone at 250-888-4860 

or email m_creasy@telus.net or in person at the October 8 meeting.   
 

Special dietary requirements can be accommodated with advance notice – please let me know. 

at fear of the Swine Flu virus, more and more boards 
and commissions have fingers in the contract/
construction meandering; more and more (costly) modifi-
cations are requested, right up to the launch date (viz. 
the 100’ hull insert while the Jimmy Carter was on Elec-
tric Boat’s ways) and updated and added electronics 
(after deadline extensions and money negotiations) 
throughout planning and construction. All the while keep-
ing the Champagne chilled. 
Tongue in cheek, I suggest that, for budgetary purposes, 
a bevy of specialized, hard-nosed cost accountants be 
retained. They would estimate on- and off-site cost pro-
jections to the nearest penny—including coffee breaks, 
overtime, paperclips plus miscellaneous—then that re-
sult to be multiplied by about 9.46 to which 37 per cent is 

added. Then let a dart board decide on how that result is 
to be rounded upward, call it a day and hope for the best 
while awaiting senatorial/congressional hearings which, 
in time, will increase the cost some more. See how that 
formula would grab you. Base estimate: say 
$18,007,351.73. Multiplied by 9.46 and then by 1.37 for 
$233,378,879.89—rounded to $235,000,000. Voilà!** 
**Fictional numbers and calculations inspired by Rick-
over (Francis Duncan 2001. Naval Institute Press.) 
 

Romanus Unicum. 

(Continued from page 4) 

ON THE HORIZON 
Something that has just surfaced in one of the marine hobby mags. is the idea of large size models that you actually 
ride in. These would be in the 20' to 23' range, one or two passengers, firing guns, self propelled, by means of an elec-
tric outboard, and battles could be fought out on a lake with air powered tennis balls or paintball guns. At first thought 
this is a really neat project. We would need at least four ships. The cost would not be that much, they would be 1/4" ply-
wood, slab sided, flat bottomed, but with a nice battleship shape when viewed from above. Accoutrements: all the 
Coast Guard safety regs, an electric outboard motor, depth sounder, possibly one of those back up T.V. set ups could 
be mounted on top of the gun turret for better aiming. 
There will be some problems encountered, but nothing we can’t surmount. One of the problems is we would need boat 
trailers to handle them. We would not need a radio control. This project will take a lot of thought. If we go into it with a 
partner it is always more fun with a friend. One of the drawbacks would be a place to store these things, and it’s a single 
purpose boat, but think of the sight trolling from one, and those pesky rowing skulls trying to push us off the lake!!! It 
would make a great float in the May parade and it would boost membership by appealing to a different group of people. 
 
Think about it! Dave Denton 



October 2009 Page  6 The Binnacle 

 Old Wood & Rusty Iron 
The Graveyard 
by Mike Creasy 

 If you’ve ever fished from Port Ren-
frew, you probably have seen the eager hik-
ers walking stretches of the famous West 
Coast Trail that runs from Pt Renfrew up to 
Bamfield along some very rugged shoreline.  
There are even worse parts of coastline to 
the north - around 
Brooks Peninsula, for ex-
ample, where you can al-
most feel the rocks 
reaching out to you – 
waiting to pull your boat 
closer to the white fangs 
of a thousand out-
stretched rocks.  That’s 
on a nice day!   
 The stretch from Cape Beale to Port 
Renfrew is relatively benign by comparison, 
with high cliffs and rocky beaches dropping 
off quickly to 100 feet or more.  So why is 
this area known as the Graveyard of the Pa-
cific?   
 Around the turn of the century, sail-
ing ships and underpowered steamers regu-
larly plied the routes from San Francisco – 
the major terminus of US railways – to Vic-
toria and Puget Sound.  Ships would rou-
tinely stay well clear of the Oregon and 
Washington coastline, since they offered no 
easy shelter if weather should go bad.  Out 
of sight of shore, navigation was done with 
sextant and patent log.  Ocean currents had 
not yet been researched and catalogued as 
they are today, and even if the sextant ob-
servation was accurate, the perfect charts of 
today were not even yet a dream.  This is the 
NOAA chart from 1895 – things are only 
generally in the right position. 
 So, in winter – with prevailing south-
erly winds, plenty of fog and long dark 
nights, old time Captains had to find a flick-
ering light at Cape Flattery in order to make 
a right turn into the mouth of Juan de Fuca.  

If they turned too soon, the Washington 
coast awaited.  Most, however, waited to see 
the light at Cape Flattery and it was this 
waiting that caused the ruin of many a fine 
ship because if they passed Flattery without 
seeing it, there was little warning that the 
Graveyard awaited.  A light at Cape Beale (at 
the entrance to Barkley Sound) was estab-
lished in 1874, but this light was too far 
west to be reliably seen from anywhere near 
Cape Flattery.  A second light at Carmanah 
Point was built in 1891, 13 miles west of 
Port Renfrew, but this light too was often 
obscured by fog, low cloud and torrential 
rain or snow. 

  
 
This was exactly the situation that faced 
Captain Oscar Johnston on the night of 
January 22, 1906, as her inched his way 
along through a frigid black night in a howl-
ing gale.  His 1,600 ton steamer VALENCIA 
was three days out of San Francisco, carry-
ing about 170 passengers and crew (the ex-
act number was never determined) for Victo-
ria and Seattle.  By 9 pm, he calculated the 
ship should be near Cape Flattery, and he 
reduced speed and began taking soundings. 
At 11:45, Captain Johnston found that his 
calculations were wrong.  The VALENCIA 
drove ashore three miles east of Pachena 
Point, at the foot of a sheer rock bluff.  In 
the confusion and blackness, Captain 
Johnston and his crew did what they could.  
Over the next few days, rescue ships and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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shore parties tried desperately to save the 
Valencia’s people, with little success.  At 
least 117 died, all within sight of land. 
 As a result of the disaster (and a US 
Presidential Inquiry) the Dominion Govern-
ment built a third light at Pachena Point, 
and began work to improve the rudimentary 
trail that had been built during the con-
struction of a telegraph line to the light at 
Cape Beale. 
 The improved trail - as well as the new 
light - would quickly prove their worth, as 
ships and boats continued to make their 

unfortunate mark on the Graveyard of the 
Pacific.  All those modern day hikers hud-
dled around their West Coast Trail camp-
fires should drink a toast to the many spir-
its said to still wander the beaches and 
trails, looking for help that never arrives.            
 

- 30 - 
 
Bibliography 
 
The Valencia Tragedy, Michael C. Neitzel, Heritage House Publish-
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British Columbia Shipwrecks, T.W. Paterson, Stagecoach Publish-
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(Continued from page 6) 

DAVE’S CORNER 
It’s that time of the month again, and Bill wants his article. Let’s see what can I write about?…

scratch…scratch (my head) …O.K…. got it :!my new boat, Catala. The motors are in, but they squeal 
like a little pig. I have the same motor and ProBoat controller in my tug and it runs perfectly quiet. I put 
the controller under water and there are no vibrations coming off it. I disconnected first one motor and 
then the other and they are both troubled, one slightly less than the other. They do not squeal at full 
throttle (12 volts) .On 6 volts they squeal, not at full throttle. I disconnected the shafts, the motors still 
squeal, so it is not a shaft squeal .The only thing it can be is condensers on the motors; O.K. what size? I hope to tell 
you next month. 
 
The decking--most people who have looked at it, admire it. This is how to do it. My scale is 1/4" to the foot that means 
the 6" planks should be 1/8” wide (any smaller would be real challenging). I put a  “¼masking tape around the outside to 
simulate the margin plank, do not draw anything here yet. Starting from centre I draw planks every 1/8",stopping in way 
of house works (which all have margin planks around them) and continuing on in the same line from stem to stern. This 
done for the entire deck and then the nib ends are drawn on the planks where they intersect with the margins. Oh yes, I 
use a #5 pencil, if you use ink it will bleed into the end grain, and you cannot change it with an eraser, and who knows 
what will happen when you hit it with varnish. Once you are happy with your handiwork you can put any kind of finish on 
it you like. I used Sico interior cristal urethane [http://www.sico.com/Fiches/EN/FT/TDS_118xxx.pdf] 4 coats sanded 
lightly between coats ;in the hot weather I got 3 coats on in a day. I used Sico because that’s what I had left over from 
the flooring job. Look below for a detail of the planking, good luck! 

Dave Denton 

 
P.S. If you are using 12 foot planks put the first butt 4 feet out, the second plank gets its first butt 8 feet out, the third 
plank gets its butt the full 12 feet out, this way when you repeat the pattern you will avoid the dreaded double butt.  
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Allied Warships Allied Warships Allied Warships Allied Warships     

Contributed by: David Nelson 

HMCS Camrose (K 154) 

Corvette of the Flower clas

 

We don't have any commands listed for HMCS Camrose (K 154) 

Notable events involving Camrose include: 

7 Feb 1943 
HMCS Camrose (Lt L.R. Pavillard, RCNVR) picks up 72 survivors from the British merchant Empire Banner that was torpedoed 
and sunk by the German submarine U-77 west of Algiers in position 36º48'N, 01º32'E.  
HMCS Camrose also picks up 59 survivors from the British merchant Empire Webster that was also torpedoed and sunk by the Ger-
man submarine U-77 west of Algiers in position 36º47'N, 01º37'E. 

12 Apr 1943 
The Canadian destroyer HMCS St. Croix (A/Lt.Cdr. A.H. Dobson, DSC, RCNR) and the Canadian corvette HMCS Camrose (Lt 
L.R. Pavillard, RCNVR) together pick up 28 survivors from the Norwegian merchant Ingerfire that was torpedoed and sunk the pre-
vious day about 400 nautical miles east of Newfoundland, Canada in position 51º29'N, 42º59'W. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Navy The Royal Canadian Navy 

Type Corvette 

Class Flower  

Pennant K 154  

Built by Marine Industries Ltd. (Sorel, Quebec, Canada)  

Ordered 22 Jan 1940  

Laid down 17 Sep 1940  

Launched 16 Nov 1940  

Commissioned 30 Jun 1941  

End service 22 Jul 1945  

Loss position  

   

History 
Fo'c's'le extention at Pictou (Nova Scotia, Canada) 
completed on 15 October 1943.  

Took part in operations Torch and Neptune.  

Decommissioned 22 July 1945. 
Scrapped in Canada.  
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8 Jan 1944 
The German submarine U-757 was sunk in the North Atlantic south-west of Iceland, in position 50º33'N, 18º03'W, by depth charges 
from the British frigate HMS Bayntun (Lt.Cdr. L.P. Bourke, RNZNR) and the Canadian corvette HMCS Camrose (A/T/Lt.Cdr. L.R. 
Pavillard, RCNR). 
 
Newfoundland Escort Force 
Gibraltar 
Operation Torch 
Operation Neptune 

HMCS CAMROSE 

 
 
I first started building this corvette in 1986 from plans I received from Rep-La-Tech in the states. By the spring of 1987 it was in the 
water as HMCS Barrie.  I was not happy with the bridge structure and the speed of the vessel so I set about in 1990 to rebuild the 
bridge and look for different running gear.  Life got in the way and the boat sat for over 10 years at my parent’s place.  Two years ago I 
finally got back to it and put in new propeller, shaft, stuffing box, motor, speed control and battery.  The first time I had it in the water 
again was last summer and I was really impressed by how the new equipment worked.  I am now in the process of putting the detailed 
work into it, fitting the weapons and deck equipment.  Recent additions are the depth charge racks, rdf antenna, rebuilt the type 271 
radar, and drilling out the funnel and adding some tubing for a smoke generator that will be added later.  During the last month I de-
cided the rebuild would become the HMCS Camrose, partly because it matched the hull shape and camouflage scheme I picked, but 
also because the city is close to where I started to build it (Sherwood Park, AB) 

(Continued from page 8) 

Type: Corvette 
Class: FLOWER Class 1939-1940 
Displacement: 950 
Length: 205.1 
Width: 33.1 
Draught: 11.5 
Speed: 16 
Compliment: 6 Officers and 79 Crew  
Arms: 1-4" Gun, 1-2 pdr, 2-20mm, Hedgehog 
Pendant: K154 
Builder: Marine Industries Ltd., Sorel, Que. 
Keel Laid: 17-Sep-40 
Date Launched: 16-Nov-40 
Date Commissioned: 30-Jun-41 
Paid off: 22-Jul-45 
Remarks: Focsle Extended, Pictou, NS, 15 Oct 43 

☺☺☺☺IMPORTANT DATES☺☺☺☺  

 

Annual General Meeting: November 12th 

Photo Contest deadline: November 15th 

Christmas Social: December 10th! 
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Oct4/09 DENTON and POWELL CUP  
 REGATTA’S 

Contributed by Ken Lockley 
 

A beautiful day, but a little too much wind for power and even sail.  Lots of near sinkings and a few 
radios will be drying out for the next couple of days.  Stormy Weather !!!! 

 
DENTON CUP with 12 hopeful skippers, 10 starts and 5 finishers. 

 
1st.  Dave Taylor  53 points 
2nd  Miller Smith  36 
3rd  Earnest Reid  34 
4th  Bill Andrews  29 
5th  Dave Denton  26 
6th  Barry Fox  21 
7th  Ron Hillsden  15 
8th  Scott Munford  10 
9th  Ron Armstrong   8 
10th  Bob Rainsford   7 

 

POWELL CUP with 9 hopeful Skippers, 7 starts with 7 finishers. 
The IOM’s with the small rigs had the definite advantage and did very well. 

 
1st  Robb McDonough 33 points 
2nd  Dave Taylor  27 
3rd  Barry Fox  24 
4th  Eric Paul  18 
5th  Bill Andrews  16 
6th  Jenny Taylor  15 
7th  Bob Rainsford  13 

 
We would like to thank Mike Creasy and Bill Andrews with helper McKenzie McDonough for 
providing lunch and hot chocolate on a cold windy day.  A great turnout by VMSS members  and a 

fun time for everybody.  K.L.   

Photos by Bob Rainsford 
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Photos by Scott Munford 

Shelbourne Shipyard 
 

Work is progressing at a steady pace on the Happy Hunter. At present, the two 12 volt motors are installed 
and ready to be wired to the speed controllers. The bow thruster tube has been put in place and waterproofed. 
The motor will be upgraded from the small 380 to a Graupner 400. I have decided to have two 12 volt & two 
6 volt batteries in her. Each 12-volt will run a motor and a secondary system (foghorn & fire monitor), while 
the 6 volt batteries will run the bow thruster and the auxiliary systems. 
 
The foghorn has arrived from Harbor Models. When hooked up to a 9V battery, it emits quite a loud sound. It 
can handle up to 18 volts. I’m sure once running on 12V, it will no doubt scare the crap out of the ducks & 
geese at the pond. Oh wait, maybe that’s not such a good idea after all. My next dilemma was how to run the 
horn & pump for the fire monitor. Don’t really have the room to add servos and so I decided on an electronic 
switch. My technical abilities are not sufficient enough to start devising a homemade device using a micro-
switch and wiring. Luckily Servo City had exactly what I needed. They have an “Optically Isolated Electronic 
Switch”. Comes in either Single or Dual modes. I opted to for two singles. It even comes with a generic re-
ceiver plug already attached. Just solder a few wires to it and its ready to go. 
 
I hope to have the 12 volts systems wired in place very soon. My next decision is where to place the intake for 
my pump. Only get one shot at it so I’d better be right. The shipyard is having visiting dignitaries (in-laws) 
this month. While they are here, work will be halted by order of the Yard Owner (wife), so they can be shown 
around. I guess it’s not polite to leave my various ship parts at the table while they are eating.  
 
Until next issue. 
 
 

Scott Munford 

Yard Master 
 

Photos by Scott Munson 
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Nautical Trivia 

 
 

 
Ratline  
One of a series of ropes up the shrouds of a mast, 15 to 16 inches apart, by which men working aloft in a 
square-rigged ship reach the yards.  ratlines are normally made of 18-thread tarred rope with an eye in each 
end seized to the outmost shrouds.  

Red Duster    

 
The colloquial name for the Red Ensign flown by British Merchant ships and also yachts belonging to yacht 
clubs which do not have a warrant to fly the White Ensign or a defaced Blue Ensign.  

Reef Cringle  

Thimbles spliced into the leeches of a square-rig sail at the ends of the reef-bands.  When the sail is to be 
reefed the cringles are hauled up to the yard and lashed to it.  In fore and aft rig sails the reef cringles, similarly 
set in the lines of the reef points, become the new tack and clew of the sail when a reef is tied down. 

Riding Light  
A navigational light displayed by a ship at night when she is laying to her anchor 

Rising 

A narrow strake secured to the inside of the frames of a small rowing boat to support the thwarts.  Risings are 
often used for this purpose in place of knees in smaller rowing boats. 

Rolling Hitch  

A hitch used on board ship for the bending of a rope to a spare.  The end of the rope is passed round the spar 
and then passed a second time round so that it rides over the standing part: it is then carried across and up 
through the bight.  a rolling hitch properly tied will never slip.  

 
 


