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The Honourable Judith Guichon, OBC Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia along with  
VMSS members Dave Nelson, Jim Cox, Ryan Heal, Bill Andrews and Martin Mayuga. 

 
The VMSS was invited to the Change of Command Dinner at Government House 
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2016 Executive Committee 

President: James Cox    382-3266 

Vice-Pres: Pascal Smyth    508-1016 

Secretary: Pascal Smyth    508-1016    

Treasurer: Mike Creasy     888-4860 

Director @ Large: Jim Briante   590-5708 

Show Coordinator: Bill Andrews     479-2761 

Binnacle Editor: Scott Munford   382-1673 

Quartermaster: Terry Gerard          384-0604 

CRD Liaison: Adrian Harrison   592-4232 

Parks Liaison: Mike Claxton    479-6367 

Sailing Director: Peter Stevens   656-8999 

Publicity: Ron Armstrong    385-9552 

Membership: Bev Andrews    479-2761 

 
    All above (250) area code 

 

ON THE RADAR 
INFORMATION ON UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

 

August 21st: Denton Cup Race #2 

September 3rd-5th: Saanich Fair 

September 18th: Denton Cup Race #3 

 

SAILING:  1st and 3rd Sundays  
Beaver Lake    

POWER: Sundays 10 – 12 
Harrison Model Yacht Pond (HMYP) 
Dallas Road at Government Street 

Meetings: Second Thursday  7:30-9:30 
St. Peter’s Anglican Church, Lakehill 
3939 St. Peter’s Rd. 
Upcoming Meetings: August 11th, 
September 8th, October 13th 

LANGFORD LAKE    

Wednesdays 9:30  
Langford Lake, Leigh Rd at Trillium 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Submission not available at Publication time) 

From  
The Bridge 
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Victoria Model Shipbuilding Society 

 

Monthly Meeting  
June 14, 2016 

Meeting minutes 
 

Call to order: 7:39pm at Harrison Model Yacht pond 
 
New Members/Guests: No New Members to report, though many members of the public did stop to view the 
boats on the pond. 
 
Health and Welfare: n/a 
 
Publicity Report: Ron Armstrong discussed an article about the pond which was published in the James Bay 
Beacon. A copy was passed around for review. 
 
Events: 

Wednesday, July 20th. The club is invited to bring military boats to run at Government House. This is an 
event we've been invited to before. Mention was made of a donations of $300 being made to the club for 
participation in this event. 

 
Constitution & Bylaw Update: Jim mentioned to general membership that a committee is working on reviewing 
the constitution and bylaws of the club. Membership seemed generally receptive/ambivalent. 
 
Club Finances: n/a 
 
Membership: Bev Andrews reported 2 new members, as reported above. 
 
Sailing Report: Barry Fox discussed the sailing at Beaver Lake during Strawberry fest. A few rescues were  
required during the day, but for the most part winds were good and weeds kept close to the shore. 
 
Break: no break due to informal nature of meeting 
 

Presentations/ Show and Tell:  
 

Arnold demonstrated his method for hybridizing his steam plant. An electric motor with a rubber wheel assists 
the steam engine to operate, as well as providing the ability to reverse once steam has been depleted. Using solid 
fuel the maiden voyage of this boat was a steaming success! 
 
Ron showed and later operated his metal springer. He discussed various challenges he had faced regarding leaks, 
and touched upon the idea of using food colouring to detect leaks. In the end, Ron suspects that leaks were 
caused by a inadequate amount of grease in the stuffing tube. 
 
50/50: Martin won a small stove. 
 
New Business 

Mark put forward a request to members, asking if anyone has a sternwheeler model which he could borrow. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at : 8:07pm 
 

NEXT MEETING TO TAKE PLACE AT HARRISON POND AUGUST 11 
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The VMSS display at the George Jay Elementary School Maker Faire (above) 
and some of our member’s models in the Government House Pool (below) 
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Preceding tips submitted by Ron Armstrong 
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I am looking for the older style receiver  HK-TR6A for a 

Hobby King transmitter. They are no longer available 

from Hobby King. 

Arnold McCutcheon,  ph # 250-360-2875 

Harold Lacy’s current project 
Photo submitted by Bill Sturrock 
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It's Saanich Fair time again......Sept. 3, 4 and 5th.  For fair passes please call me at 250-479-2761. Please note 

there is a change......there are daily passes (for Saturday, Sunday or Monday) or a three day pass. To get these 

passes you must put your name down for the shift you want to work. This shift schedule then has to be turned 

in to the office at the Saanich Fair Grounds. Come to the general meeting at Harrison pond on Thursday,  

August 11th to sign up and receive your pass. 

 

Cheers, 

Bill 

 
 

Denton Cup 
 
The dates have been set for the final two races in the Denton Cup Series. Race #2 will be on  
August 21st with Race #3 on September 18th. Start time is 11am at Harrison Pond for both races. 
This series uses best two of three scoring results so if you are unable to make one race, you still 
can compete. 
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Shelbourne Shipyard 
 

 

Welcome to this edition of “Mythbusters”. This month we will be tackling the subject of 2.4Ghz radios and 

their use in submarines. 

 

When I completed my first submarine, JMSDF Oyashio, I put in a Spektrum receiver and tried to operate it. It 

worked great running on the surface but as soon as it submerged, it would pop back to the surface. I was  

baffled. Being new to the Silent Service I was unaware of the problems adapting this new technology at the 

time to R/C Submarines. After scouring the Forums & RC Groups, it was made clear that I was not the first 

one to run across this issue.  

 

I won’t bore you with the reasons or the science behind it, but the bottom line was 2.4Ghz radios could not be 

used to operate diving R/C Submarines. 

 

Fast forward to several months ago while having a conversation with Mark Giles about radio systems for subs, 

we discussed a Youtube video we had both had viewed. In it, a R/C truck goes through the ice at the edge of a 

lake and the operator, standing on the ice over it, runs his truck on the lake bottom under the ice using a 

2.4Ghz radio. I told Mark my experiences with my sub but he said how do you explain that video where it did 

work? 

 

Alas, I couldn’t. So that got me thinking. Let’s test this myth again. 

 

I started this experiment by placing a receiver, battery pack & servo in a supposedly watertight Tupperware  

container. Discovered they were not heavy enough to keep it at the bottom of the sink so lead was added. 

While operating the radio next to the submerged receiver, I could observe the servo turning. I called the  

Shipyard owner for assistance. She took the radio down the end of the hall and it still worked. Had her go out 

on to the balcony and through several walls, the servo still operated. Hmm, my control worked, now lets test 

this theory in the real world. 
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To give it the best chance for success, I used my best  

receiver (AR6200, see right) that has an antenna  

extension. The subject for this experiment was the 

‘Boomer’ as this is the sub that was giving me the most 

trouble running on 75Mhz. Upon entering the water all 

the controls responded. Wow, this might work. My  

surprise was short-lived. After settling at her surface trim, 

I proceeded slowly forward. Once it was 15-20ft from me, 

I lost control and had to chase it in the pond and grab it. I 

submerged it and discovered the controls did not respond 

either. Once at the surface, control resumed. Experiment 

over 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

In the video of the submerged truck, the operator is standing above it and following along. The water depth is 

maybe 1ft or so. I can understand that the radio signal would be strong enough over that short distance to 

penetrate the water. Now for subs, who operates their boat this way? I believe when I ran my sub on the  

surface, it worked shortly but once the boat got further away from me, the angle changed and the signal had to 

penetrate more water. Even standing directly over it while submerged, it would not work. Clearly it will work 

in water but there is a very small depth it can go through.  

 

 

 

 

 

The myth that you can’t use 2.4Ghz radios for submarines is  

 

 

 

That’s all for now. See you at the pond. 

 

 

Scott Munford 

Yard Master 
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How would you like to win  
a free membership? 

 
 
Every member who brings an item for "Show & Tell" will 
get an entry into the draw. Bring an item every meeting and 
you can have 12 entries in it. At the end of the year, one 
lucky name will be drawn. 
 
So dust of your projects, tips & ideas and bring them along. 

 

 “SAILBOAT RESCUES TUG” 
 
  

My Springer tug is still having teething problems. On Wednesday, July 6th I joined the  

Langford Lake sailors cutting swaths with their various sized sloops---and Don’s great  

reversing catamaran (ask him about it).  After a few trips the Springer’s rudder servo rod 

popped off, and she went circling way beyond arm’s reach. I was facing an embarrassing swim 

(though the water was quite warm in the bright sun) because no other powerboats were  

present. 
  
As the Springer drifted parallel to the fishing wharf, Jim C. Came to my rescue. He arrowed 

his big yellow sloop in on a full reach, hitting the tug mid-ships and pushing her sideways. 

Well before his boat hit the wharf (my tug was given enough thrust to close the gap) he fell off 

and went downwind before his boat hit the wharf. 
  
It was a deft piece of seamanship, one I’m sure unique in the annals of both model and full 

size boating. 
  
Thanks again Jim! 
  
  
Ron 
 

 
 
 

The Victoria Model Shipbuilding Society is a  
non-profit club, open to all, established in 

1978 under the Societies Act of B.C. 
 

Mailing address: 
106-4480 West Saanich Road 

Box 55 
Victoria, BC V8Z 3E9 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL SPONSORS 


