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Ed. Note. This letter was posted in the guest book of
. $ our website.

( - I was rather saddened to read an article by Romain
Klaasen,"The Russian Sub at Westminister”. The au-
( * ! * thor admits that "prejudice may have played a role" in
% L his forming a negative opinion of the tour and the sub
% itself. However, it is not his experience I am saddened
2 <6 by. Rather, it is the tone of the article and the thinly
disguised animosity toward the former Evil Empire
and the present Russia. It is the sweeping generaliza-
tions like, "Russian and Ukramian kids fail spelling
tests”, or the Russian workers' lack of pride in work-
manship”. It is very unfortunate that you allowed this
unceremonious tirade to creep into the context of our
otherwise wholesome hobby.
Aleksei Romanov <russia@shuswap net>
Salmon Arm, BC Canada - Saturday, September 25,
1999 at 02:53:58 (PDT)

November 22, 1999

Mr. A Romanov, ¢/0 The Binnacle,
Dear Sir:

Thank you for commenting on my September 1999 "The Sub Subject” column-publiched on our website and in our
chub's Binnacle.

Based on your reaction to my flippant, cavalier writing style, I now regret naming Russian and Ukrainian children, That
could have been kept more general, I admit. [ could have referred to difficult (to me) spelling, as well as the (again; to me)
added complication of the Cypillic alphabet. If, however, you had read all or some of my 14 earlier columns, you would most all
ikely have noted that I try to raise chuckles among my closelyknit VMSS. membership/readership, So far, that group's feedback
has been qatifing.

As far as my eriticism of the boat is concerned, [ cannot alter my views. To my eyes, it is one terrible example of industrial
production-beyond wards in this age. In spite of that expressed opinion, you may have overlooked my positive remarks about the
sample torpedo, the gorgeous samovar and the secondhand praise for the pressure hull's welding.

Incidentally, last week I was told that at some time after my two visits, the American guide was succeeded by 2 youthful
Russian woman. Apparently, she was well informed, and added greatly to the knowledge and enjoyment visitors derived from their
tour,

Yours truly,
Romain L. Klaasen (Romanug Unicum)
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